
 
 
BP Stringer, Sen. Espaillat, AM Rosenthal, CM Brewer, CB 7 Call on DHS to 

Halt Creation of 400-Person Homeless Shelter on Upper West Side 

August 7, 2012 - Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, State Senator Adriano Espaillat, Assemblywoman 

Linda Rosenthal, City Council member Gale A. Brewer, members of Community Board 7 and Upper West Side 
residents joined together in calling on the city's Department of Homeless Services to immediately suspend all efforts 
to refer clients to the buildings at 316 and 330 West 95th Street in Manhattan, saying the moved in with virtually no 
community consultation and no transparency. 

The buildings operated as illegal hotels as recently as 2011 and were fined $600,000 by the city of New York in 2011. 
But DHS has now chosen to reward this same building owner with a lucrative new contract to house some 400 
individuals, despite the fact that 71 units in these buildings remain occupied by legal tenants. According to DHS, the 
owner of the building will receive $111.99 per unit per day, per family, or roughly $3,000 a month, for spaces no 
larger than approximately 150 square feet, with mostly shared bathrooms and kitchens. 

"New Yorkers understand that all neighborhoods share in the responsibility to provide housing to those in need," said 
Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer. "But abruptly moving a 400-person shelter into a residential 
neighborhood in the dead of summer with no community consultation, no contract and no long-term plan only creates 
bad will and sets back the cause of fighting homelessness." 

"We urge DHS to enter into a true planning process with elected officials and community leaders to determine a plan 
that works for this community and includes input from neighborhood residents," said Stringer at a press conference 
Tuesday on Manhattan's Upper West Side. 

"The proposal put forward by DHS is just as disturbing as the manner in which they are trying to place this shelter in 
our community," said State Senator Adriano Espaillat. "While we all support helping those seeking shelter, it is unjust 
and unwise to over-saturate one neighborhood through these emergency provisions, especially when it already has 
its fair share. From the beginning of this process, DHS has failed to communicate with community leaders, enable a 
public process, and notify neighbors. I stand united with my colleagues in opposing this unacceptable proposal." 

"By failing to conduct a dialogue with the community and the elected officials who represent it, DHS and its former 
commissioner Robert Hess have disrespected thoroughly this neighborhood," said Assemblymember Linda B. 
Rosenthal (D/WF-Manhattan). "In what feels like an ambush on the part of the current and former DHS 
commissioners, one sees too clearly the impacts of the City's failed homeless policy: bad landlords who harass 
tenants get rewarded with lucrative City contracts and no plans are made to create permanently affordable housing 
that helps to prevent homelessness in the first place." 

"I have always supported permanent, affordable housing for formerly homeless individuals, provided that it is 
operated by a quality non-profit or management company," said Councilmember Gale Brewer. "However, the 
proposal to house 200 adults, who are currently homeless, in 100 tiny rooms at 316 and 330 West 95 Street on a 
temporary basis is poor planning, poor policy, and includes little if any transparency. The process should have 
included a substantive planning discussion with Community Board 7, elected officials, current residents of the two 
buildings, and responsible neighborhood leaders to find a solution to the need for shelter for homeless individuals. 
The plan being implemented by the Department of Homeless Services is not transparent and not well thought out, 
and for these reasons, I cannot support it." 

"The Upper West Side is rightly proud of welcoming vulnerable populations, some as close as across the backyard 
from the buildings proposed for this use," said Mark Diller, Chair of Community Board 7. "Our history is one of 
working in a smart and coordinated way to ensure vulnerable populations receive the services they need and have 
every chance to become a part of our community. This process is the antithesis of the careful process that we look 
for. This proposal could easily create the problem it seeks to solve if, as is often the case, the existing tenants are led 
to leave and eventually become homeless themselves. We are deeply troubled by this vicious cycle." 

"The use of SROs for emergency placements by City agencies has been an ongoing issue in New York since the 
1980s and one that has directly contributed to the growing problem of the lack of affordable permanent housing and 
homelessness in the City," said Marti Weithman, Director of Goddard Riverside's SRO Law Project. "In its attempt to 
solve the cycle of homelessness, the City spends inordinate amounts of money while rewarding unscrupulous SRO 
owners and contributing to the lack of affordable permanent housing in the City. The remaining precious stock of 
SROs should be preserved and used for its intended purpose – housing New Yorkers in need of permanent housing." 

(http://www.mbpo.org/release_details.asp?id=1992&page=1) 


