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Thank you for the opportunity to testify regarding the proposed Franchise Agreement for 

Cablevision and Time Warner. My name is Gale A. Brewer and I represent the West Side of Manhattan 

from West 54 Street to West 96 Street. I am the former chair of the Council Technology Committee and 

now Chair of Governmental Operations. I am familiar with the general issues that this cable agreement is 

belatedly voting on in the near future, but the specifics are not well-known to the public so it is difficult to 

comment on them. The Verizon contract for FIOS was also a drawn out negotiation, and I know that 

issues that came up in that contract delayed the cable franchise. 

 

Needless to say, I attended the first cable franchise hearings when cable initially came to the City 

of New York; that was a world of difference, but all franchise processes exist to ensure that all consumers 

have equal access, and that places such as schools, libraries and city agencies can support those who need 

services but cannot afford it.  

 

I have concerns about the following: 

 

1. Adequate financial support for public access and municipal cable. My understanding is that the 

contract is for nine years, or until 2020. However, it has been a long negotiation, and the City Council 

should ensure with its resolution in the future that this process is sped up. The Council's resolution giving 

permission for the franchise to proceed should have time stipulations so that the public access stations 

have adequate funding with which to operate.  

 

2. The agreement for Wi-Fi in the parks; is it free? I understand that the AT&T agreement for Wi-

Fi in the parks is free; how do they work together, if at all? I saw no mention of Wi-Fi in the parks in the 

proposed franchise agreement. 

 

3. The lack of input from the public, though I know this is a complicated negotiation. I spoke to 

some of the good government groups that testify on this issue, and they were not aware of this hearing. 



Also, as you know, the proposed agreements are only available in hard copy format or by email request. 

Furthermore, the format of the agreements, even when requested by email, was rejected by the New York 

City Council email system.  My staff had to have the files sent to a Gmail account to be opened.  

 

I am aware that transparency is challenging when the FCC basically gives a carte blanche to the 

cable companies because a locality cannot deny their franchise to operate. However, August is a month 

when many people are away and scheduling a hearing at this time does not promote public discussion. 

 

I hope that between now and when you vote you will take into consideration any comments you 

receive from the public. 


