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BREWER TO HOST PUBLIC ACCESS CABLE SHOWS
City Council Member Gale A. Brewer and Manhattan Neighborhood Network bring you 

“This Side of Central Park”

MANHATTAN:  On Friday, April 3, 2009 Council Member Gale A. Brewer will film 3 episodes of “This Side 
of Central Park” on the Public Access Manhattan Neighborhood Network (MNN).  Brewer is the only Council 
Member in Manhattan to host a program airing on her borough’s Public Access station.  Each episode addresses 
community and policy issues for the West Side and Citywide, through panel discussions with experts and 
leaders in each field. Council Member Brewer has completed over 35 shows at MNN.

The episodes filmed on April 3 and airing in the next three months will address the impact the Internet 
has had on printed newspapers, how to handle debt, and the joys and challenges of putting on a production in 
NYC parks. 

Featured guests discussing newspapers and the Internet are: Jennifer 8. Lee, a reporter at the New York 
Times who has covered many topics including technology; Rima Abdelkader, a masters student at the City 
University of New York Graduate School of Journalism, and 2009 TIME scholar for her academic achievement 
and leadership potential; and David Freedlander, the Managing Editor at City Hall News and the Capitol. 

Speaking about Debt are: Cathie Mahon, the Executive Director and Assistant Commissioner of the 
Department of Consumer Affairs Office of Financial Empowerment; David Friedman, a Consumer Credit 
Attorney who works for The Financial Clinic; and Omar Jourdain, a former debtor who survived debt. 

Lastly, discussing putting on productions in NYC Parks are: Kyle Bonder, the Associate Director of the 
New York Classical Theater; Andrew Kober, currently featured in the Broadway production of “Hair” and a cast 
member of the Public Theater's Central Park production of the same show in the Summer of 2008; and James 
Burke, the Director of the Arts & Cultural Programs at the City Parks Foundation.

MNN studios is located at 537 W. 59 St. in Manhattan.  Filming for “This Side of Central Park” begins 
at 2:00 PM and ends at 5:00 PM.
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