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DROMM HONORS BEIJING LGBT CENTER

BEIJING, CHINA, Sunday, November 14, 2010 — The New York City Council has recognized
the Beijing LGBT Center’s contributions to the global lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
rights movement with a special proclamation. The proclamation was signed by members of the
City Council’s LGBT caucus: Speaker Christine Quinn and Council Members Daniel Dromm of
Queens, Rosie Mendez of Manhattan, and Jimmy Van Bramer of Queens. Today, a
representative from Council Member Dromm'’s office presented the proclamation in Beijing to a
crowd of Center staff and supporters.

“I am thrilled to honor the work of the Beijing LGBT Center. We must do all we can to encourage
the courageous work of pioneers in the LGBT rights movement, here and throughout the world,”
said New York City Council Member Daniel Dromm (D-Jackson Heights).

The Center opened in 2008 and has been a prominent part of the recent growth of the LGBT
rights movement. The Center provides programming that increases HIV/AIDS awareness and
serves as a safe space for LGBT Beijing residents including youth and their allies to socialize
and organize.

‘I want to encourage the Chinese government to continue opening the doors for its LGBT
citizens,” Dromm added.

China has a long history, documented mainly through literature and painting, of celebrating
same-sex love, but only in recent years has a movement developed to fight for LGBT rights.
Contemporary activists have also used the visual and performing arts to convey their message.

In addition to artists, Chinese academics have made contributions to the understanding of
issues LGBT individuals face. Professors at several universities have offered lectures and
published research on issues facing the LGBT community. Another important part of LGBT
activism in China has been the use of digital media, including personal websites, blogs, and
social networking tools. The number of these sites has proliferated in recent years.

Dromm further noted the significance of the Center. “The Center is a beacon of hope for the
largest LGBT population in the world. The Center’s impact extends not just throughout China but
to the Chinese communities around the world. Increasing awareness of the Center and its work
will not only help the Center grow but will also encourage more LGBT individuals and their allies
to come out. As | have always said, we are your family, friends, and neighbors. In any culture, it
is much harder to discriminate when you know and love someone who is LGBT.”
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