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Council Member Margaret Chin applauds recommendation
by STAC to cover more than 30 types of cancer under the
Zadroga Act

STAC recommendations validate the link between 9/11 exposure and cancer for the first time

New York, NY — Yesterday, the Science/Technical Advisory Committee (STAC) of the World
Trade Center Health Program voted to add certain types of cancer under the James Zadroga 9/11
Health and Compensation Act.

The STAC recommended that select cancers and cancer site groupings should be added to the list
of WTC-related conditions, including: breast and ovarian cancer, melanoma and non-melanoma
skin cancers, thyroid cancer lymphoma, and leukemia. The STAC also recommended that rare
cancers (based on age-specific incidence rates by gender, decade of age, site and histology), and
childhood cancers (any diagnosed in people under the age of 20 years old) be covered under the
Act.

“I commend the STAC for their determination and commitment to ensure that 9/11 survivors,
first responders, and the lower Manhattan community receive the most responsible and
comprehensive care available,” said Council Member Margaret Chin, who represents the World
Trade Center site and lower Manhattan. “The inclusion of cancer under the Zadroga Act will
unlock the door to life-saving treatment for thousands of first responders and survivors. The
Zadroga Act was a promise to protect and care for those who aided our country during its darkest
hour. By including cancer in the list of related 9/11 illness, we move closer to fulfilling that
promise.”

“I want to thank several of our local partners who have been so instrumental in this fight:
Catherine McVay Hughes, Vice Chair of Community Board 1; Allan Tanenbaum, Community
Board 1 member; and Marc Ameruso, a first responder who resides in lower Manhattan. Finally,
| want to recognize John Feal and the FealGood Foundation. John’s unceasing dedication to the
wellbeing of 9/11 first responders knows no bounds. John has pushed the federal government
every step of the way and | know he will continue to fight until every first responder has the care
they deserve.”
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STAC has until April 2, 2012 to submit their recommendations to Dr. John Howard, director of
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health and the administrator of the WTC
health program. Dr. Howard will make the final determination on which cancers will be covered.

The full list of recommendations by the STAC is as follows:

Cancer of the respiratory organs (nose, nasal cavity, middle ear, larynx, lung and
bronchus, pleura, trachea, mediastinum).

Cancer of the digestive system (esophagus, stomach, colon and rectum, liver and
intrahepatic bile duct, retroperitoneum, peritoneum, omentum and mesentery).

Oral cavity and pharynx cancer, including lip, tongue, salivary gland, floor of mouth,
gum and other mouth, nasopharynx, tonsil, oropharynx, hypopharynx.

Soft tissue sarcomas

Breast cancer

Melanoma and non-melanoma skin cancers: scrotal cancer

Mesothelioma of the pleura and peritoneum

Ovary

Urinary tract: urinary bladder, kidney and renal pelvis, ureter, and other urinary organs
Eye and orbit

Thyroid

Lymphoma, leukemia and myeloma

Childhood cancer (all cancers diagnosed in persons less than 20 years old)

Rare cancers: definitions be based on age-specific incidence rates by gender, decade of
age, site and histology
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