
 

 

       FROM THE OFFICE OF MARGARET S. CHIN 

         NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL MEMBER – DISTRICT 1 MANHATTAN 

 

          LEGISLATIVE OFFICE • 250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1804, NY NY 10007• (212) 788 -- 7259 

          DISTRICT OFFICE•165 PARK ROW, SUITE 11, NY NY 10038 • (212) 587 -- 3159  

 

** NEWS RELEASE ** 
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COUNCIL MEMBER MARGARET CHIN ANNOUNCES 

LEGISLATION TO CRACK DOWN ON THE 
PURCHASE OF COUNTERFEIT GOODS 

 
New York, NY – Today, Council member Margaret Chin announced legislation aimed at 
shoppers who purchase trademark counterfeit items.  The bill -- which will be formally 
introduced at the Council’s Stated Meeting on April 28th -- will make it a Class A 
misdemeanor to purchase goods with counterfeit trademarks. This penalty carries with it a 
maximum of $1000 fine and/or up to one year in jail.  
 
The bill targets those who purchase goods which they should know are counterfeit, based 
on the cost or quality of the item or the conditions and location of the seller or sale. 
 
Council member Chin, District-1, said, “The demand for counterfeit goods has not slowed. 
Our lower Manhattan neighborhoods are inundated with illegal vendors. We cannot keep 
going about this issue in the same way. We need to deter people from purchasing these 
items.” 
 
“Our laws in incomplete in that they only target the supply of these items and not the 
demand,” Council member Chin said. “The bottom line is counterfeiters have to sell to do 
their job and we need a law in place that punishes buyers for supporting this illegal trade.” 
 
This legislation would put the power in the hands of police to issue summons to individuals 
caught buying counterfeit trademark goods. Council member Chin called the bill “smart 
crime-fighting.” 
 
“Substantial fines are something people understand” she said. “It’s faster, more effective, 
and ultimately is it going to cut down on the demand for these illegal goods.” Currently, 
buyers do not face any penalties for supporting a trade that costs New York City an 
estimated $1 billion in tax revenue annually. 
 
“The ease at which counterfeit goods are sold in New York City reflects negatively on our 
City,” Council member Chin said. “I urge visitors to come to New York for its authenticity – 
not to buy fake bags or electronics. Lower Manhattan is the historical seat of immigrant 



 

neighborhoods in Manhattan and we have a genuine, unique experience to offer tourists. 
We want tourists to patronize the local artists and designers available here, not knock-
offs.” 
 
Lower Manhattan communities, especially Community Boards 1, 2, and 3, have been 
demanding something be done about the proliferation of illegal vending in their 
neighborhoods. Paul Cantor, 1st Precinct Community Council member and member of 
Community Board 1, praised the legislation, saying, “The deleterious impact this has had on 
the quality of life for the residents of these neighborhoods is not to be underestimated, 
including overcrowded streets, noise pollution, intimidation and violence. Illegal vendors 
have fights over turf and clients and this criminal activity leads to an atmosphere of living 
in general lawlessness.” 
 
Heather McDonald, partner at Baker Hostetler, represents numerous fashion and consumer 
brands and has been involved in the fight against counterfeiting for 25 years. “The fight 
against counterfeiting is an ongoing battle. Council member Chin's proposed legislation will 
make huge strides in this fight. If buyers are penalized for supporting criminal activity 
when buying fake goods, the demand for these goods will decrease dramatically, and if the 
demand decreases, so will the supply. This legislation will have a huge impact on the sale of 
counterfeit goods in New York City and beyond. New York City will no longer be the central 
distribution point for counterfeit goods throughout the Country. Legitimate, tax 
paying businesses will flourish, and the New York City economy will see a boost. This law 
will be wonderful for New York City.” 
  
Council member Chin represents SoHo, NoHo, TriBeCa, Washington Square area, South 
Village, Battery Park City, Wall Street area, South Street Seaport area, City Hall area, Little 
Italy, Chinatown, and the Lower East Side. 
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