
Welcome 
The Office of Council Members Kevin C. Riley is
happy to welcome you this evening!

Office Annoucements
April 23, 2024
Northeast Bronx YMCA,
1250 East 229th Street
Bronx, NY 10466

Questions
If you have any questions, please write them down
on the Q&A cards. We will share them later in the
presentation.

Assistance
If you need assistance, please check in with
a Team Riley staff member so we can assist
you.

Thank you,
Team Riley



HOUSING SERIES

• PART I: MEET THE DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING •

Welcome to our 



Please look at the number indicated on your question card.

If you did not receive a card, please let our team know.

Find the person with the same number as yours. For example, #1 and #1 will form a pair.

Rest assured: each number has a duplicate!

Once you found your teammate, take turns asking each other the following questions :

GET TO KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR

“Which neighborhood or street do you enjoy the

most? Why? Which elements do you think could be

replicated in our community?”

#

A Brief Community Building Activity



Get to Know Your
Neighbor
(Interactive)

Legislative Update
District 12 Legislative Team

TONIGHT’S EVENTS

District 12 Constituent Services Team

Conclusion
Thank you all!

Planning our Streets
District 12 Council Member

Kevin C. Riley

Meeting the Department
of City Planning

Department of City Planning Bronx Borough Director

Our Topics of Discussion

Welcome!
District 12 Council Member

Kevin C. Riley

Q&A
Please Ask Away!

(Interactive)

Paul A. Philps

Constituent  Services
Team Updates



KEVIN C. RILEY

Council Member

•  P L A N N I N G  O U R  S T R E E T S •



ABOUT CITY PLANNING
What is the purpose of zoning?

Zoning is a law that organizes how land may be used. 

It establishes an orderly pattern of development across neighborhoods and the city by identifying

what may be built on a piece of property.

Zoning can also help protect the local environment and keep property values stable. 

How is zoning tied to city planning? 
By setting limits on how a property owner may use land, zoning regulations impact issues such as:

Chair of the Subcommittee
on Zoning and Franchises

Building 
Shape Affordable

Housing
Walkability Climate

Change
Resiliency

and more!



What does zoning look like in our neighborhood?
Zoning is a tool to divide the city into tax lots. You can think of tax lots as puzzle pieces.

Each piece is different, but all fit together to create the fabric of our city. It is important to take them

into account when making decisions about new developments. 

Example: zoning limits the proximity of stadiums or nightclubs to residential areas, in order to minimize noise pollution.

Consult NYC zoning maps on zola.planning.nyc.gov 

R5

ABOUT CITY PLANNING

Residence Districts

Commercial Districts

Manufacturing Districts

Parks

http://zola.planning.nyc.gov/


ABOUT CITY PLANNING
Chair of the Subcommittee
on Zoning and Franchises

What is a comprehensive plan?
In New York, zoning laws must be adopted in accordance with a comprehensive plan.

The comprehensive plan should then provide the backbone for the local zoning law. 

With Council adoption, the comprehensive plan should represent a shared vision for New York

City across the Council, Mayoral agencies and the New Yorkers that Council Members

represent to fulfill our citywide and neighborhood-specific needs for housing, open space, schools,

and other infrastructure.

How are zoning maps amended?
Zoning regulations can be amended to accommodate a new use.

Anyone, including an individual or the City, may propose a zoning amendment. 

Zoning map amendments may be adopted only after a formal public review process, where they

must ultimately be approved by the City Planning Commission and adopted by the City Council, as

per the City Charter.



...in Brooklyn
Through Planning Together for Our Future, Council

Member Hudson is collaborating with DCP to

examine the state of zoning in District 35 and

ensure that new development proposals align with

the new approach to zoning in the district.

...in Queens
Through the Jamaica Neighborhood

Plan, Council Member Wililams plans to

conduct a similar process in District 27 to

coordinate development efforts. 

MORE ABOUT COMPREHENSIVE PLANS



   Upcoming Initiatives...in the Bronx!

MORE ABOUT COMPREHENSIVE PLANS

Bronx Metro-North
Station Area Plan

Southern Boulevard
Neighborhood Study

The Cross Bronx
Expressway Study

Jerome Avenue
Neighborhood
Planning Study

Harlem River
Waterfront

Cromwell Avenue -
Jerome Avenue

Transportation Study

Resilient
Neighborhoods -
Edgewater Park

Resilient
Neighborhoods -

Harding Park

Hutchinson River
Parkway Study

Sheridan Expressway-
Hunts Point Land Use

and Transportation
Study (SEHP)

...and more.



...in the city as a whole 
The “City of Yes” plan is a great example of an overarching plan to change zoning rules to spur

housing and economic growth. Three different proposals make up the plan, but the one currently

under City Council consideration pertains specifically to businesses and economic growth.

Visit nyc.gov/CityOfYes for more details about the city of yes initiatives and how you can participate in the planning process!

MORE ABOUT COMPREHENSIVE PLANS

http://nyc.gov/CityOfYes


                A Collaborative Process

If you have any suggestions for ideas that you wish to see in the district, please indicate it 

on your question cards, on our district map, come discuss them with our team afterwards!

As expressed in the past, the Council Member

has a long-standing interest in collaborating

with our municipal institutions to economically

revitalize areas in our district,  particularly

White Plains Road.

The scale of this redevelopment would require a  

brand new comprehensive plan, which relies

greatly on constituent feedback and guidance. 

...in District 12!
MORE ABOUT COMPREHENSIVE PLANS



PAUL A. PHILPS

Department of City Planning

•  I N T R O  T O  T H E  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C I T Y  P L A N N I N G  •































Zoning Maps: To access NYC zoning maps and learn about your tax lot, please consult zola. planning.nyc.gov. 

DCP Projects: To see details about upcoming DCP projects, please consult www.nyc.gov/site/planning/plans/city-wide.page. 

Zoning Questions: For general zoning questions, read the Zoning Help Desk FAQ. If your question isn't answered there, call 212-

720-3291 during business hours (8:30AM–5:30PM, Monday–Friday). Leave a detailed message with your block and lot

information, and a zoning specialist will get back to you within two business days. 

You can also fill out the Zoning Information Inquiry Form.

Planning Related Requests
CONSTITUENT REQUESTS

: ::How to access DCP resources:

: ::How to make an inquiry: 

In Person Assistance: You can visit your Bronx Borough Office at 1775 Grand Concourse, Suite 503,

Bronx NY 10453. They are also reachable by phone at 718-220-8500.

If you are having any difficulty navigating the DCP website or are not sure who to contact about a

specific issue, call our district office at 718-684-5509 or email our land use director Simone Jones at

SiJones@council.nyc.gov. We will be happy to connect you to the relevant agency.
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: ::

When? Monthly - Please see a constituent team member to book an appointment.

Where? 940 East Gun Hill Road, The Bronx, NY 10469

Who? Meet with a Tenant Advocate from the NIDC Team

NIDC Housing Clinic Services at our Office
CONSTITUENT SERVICES

Sign up! Appointments available monthly
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UPDATES

Legislative

• BILLS  TO  IMPROVE   CITY PLANNING IN  NYC •



Council Member Riley has drafted and supported various bills related to city
planning, including many related to zoning, housing, transportation, 

environmental protection, and more.

Shaping City Planning Through Law

Council Member Riley has recently introduced 6  bills and supported another 63

bills related to planning, housing, and other issues affecting our city and public

spaces, of which 34 were land use projects. 

These bills aim to strengthen our city’s approach to new developments and

ensure that our neighborhoods and the experiences they offer are shaped for

and by our community.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

    Of those 69 bills, 40 have already successfully been passed by Council Members via a full vote. 



Whereas, Conducting a comprehensive
EIS for the proposed Gun Hill Road Electric

Bus Depot Charging Facility would add
an additional layer of transparency to
the project and would examine whether

the project would have any adverse
effects on the surrounding community;

now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Council of the City of
New York calls upon the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority to conduct a

comprehensive Environmental Impact
Statement for the proposed Gun Hill

Road Electric Bus Depot Charging Facility.

Relevant Bills Prime Sponsored By CM Riley
LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

- Bill of Interest: Resolution 187-2024 -



Write a letter of support  

Sign petitions  

Attend hearings (in person or online)  

Register to testify in support  

If you live outside District 12,  
 call your council member!   

Help us support bills that impact our city! 
LEGISLATIVE PUSH

You can...



Thank you for casting your vote!

When will the results be announced?

PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING UPDATE

Participatory Budgeting is an initiative for community

members to decide how to $1M in their district.

Capital projects ideas were collected in November 2023

and placed on a ballot for a community vote earlier this

month, between April 6th and April 14th.

Thank you again for your participation! Thanks to you, we

have received 126 online votes and 2017 votes cast in

person.

The ballots are currently being reviewed, and the results

will be announced by the end of this month. Vote at the 3750 Baychester Avenue
School Complex on 04/09/24

What is Participatory Budgeting ? 

Legislative Fello
w

Lo
uana Garraud
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Stay connected to our office!
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Look out for information about our next
Community Conversation for May!

Thank you!

@CMKevinCRiley 718-684-5509 District12@council.nyc.gov

A special thank you to our partners. 

Our team thanks you for listening!

Join our next community conversation!

940 East Gun Hill Road, The Bronx


