
Welcome from the Office of Council
Member Kevin C. Riley. We are excited to

have you join us this evening.
If you have any questions , we encourage

you to please write them down on the
provided post-cards so we can share them

during the Q&A at the end of the
presentation.

If you need assistance , please check in with
a Team Riley staff member so we

can assist you.
Thank you.

Team Riley
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KEVIN C. RILEY

On Flooding Issues in Our Community

COUNCIL MEMBER FOR DISTRICT 12



REGIONAL CONTEXT

due to the natural geography.

Much of the Northeast Bronx was developed over a series of waterways;

from creeks to rivers.

We know our local parks such as “Seton Falls Park” “Givans Creek Woods”

“Pelham Bay Park” and our Parkway Systems the “Bronx River Parkway” and

“Hutchinson River Parkway” and we get clues in some of our streets such as

Reeds Mill Lane, named after a tidal mill that once stood in the Eastchester

Creek, and Baychester, both a street and neighborhood named by the land

auctioneers in the late 1800s to entice the purchasing of estates in the region.

In the Next Slides, you will get to see many of our local neighborhoods as they

once stood, with modern street names and landmarks superimposed over.

Many of these areas experienced increased flooding to this day,



After our neighbors on Barnes Avenue

were flooded out twice in the Summer of

2021, we started discussions with the City

about the maintenance and capacity of

the catch basins along the corridor. 

In December, our office was invited to the

homes and church of impacted residents,

alongside NY City News Service, to

discuss the gravity of this issue, provide

an update of our work at the time, and the

infrastructural hurdles often involved.

Throughout this time, our office communicated extensively with agencies and tried to check on our

neighbors wherever possible. You yourself may have received a call or email like this. If you have ever

opened a case with our office regarding flooding and for reason you are not receiving these

correspondences after storms, please let us know to ensure your contact information is up to date & correct.

ADVOCACY

From “One Flood Too Many” by Laura Bratton, NY City News Service | Dec 21, 2021



“WE NEED TO KEEP OUR

CITY ABOVE WATER,

ESPECIALLY

IN THE FACE OF THE

CLIMATE CRISIS.

AND WE NEED TO DO IT

TOGETHER.”

ADVOCACY

With the complexity of the issue at hand, requiring multi-agency

involvement, our office issued a public letter to city officials in

the Summer of 2022 reflecting that change is necessary and we

must address infrastructural needs in the community.



ADVOCACY

In Fall of 2022, Council Member Riley’s

office, alongside the Mayor’s Community

Affairs Unit, and the Department of

Environmental Protection, re-evaluated

the catch basins and were able to dredge

up litter and refuse that had accumulated

deep within the catch basin and allow the

basins to have an easier time. 

With the volume of rainfall increasing due

to climate change, we recommit to

advocating for infrastructural

improvements in the Northeast Bronx.

and for services to be accessible to those who need it most.

The advocacy does NOT stop, and will NOT stop there.

We continue to call for investment into our neighborhoods

Audio-byte from “Preparing for the Expected ” by Laura Bratton, AudioFiles - Sounds of the City at NY City News Service | Nov 2, 2022



Since taking office in 2021, our office

in collaboration with the Department

of Environmental Protection (DEP)

and community partners, such as

Bronx community board 12, the

Northeast Bronx YMCA,

& Assembly Speaker Carl

Heastie have distributed...

450 Rain Barrels

COMMUNITY DISTRIBUTIONS

200 Flood Barriers 

+ 100 new barriers
this month to distribute



MARIA CENTENO
DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF COMMUNITY

OUTREACH + NOTIFICATION

New York City Department of

Design & Construction
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SEWERS ARE THE FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE WHEN IT RAINS
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JOHN WONG, P.E.

New York State Department of

Transportation, Region NYC

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS



Since 2018, JTMC has observed 24 flooding incidents on the BRP

The flooding rate on the BRP is lower than most major expressways in NYC 

14 floods were on the northbound side, 10 were on the southbound side

Flooding occurred in the
following annual volumes:

Floods had the following
roadway impacts:

The following resiliency work has
been performed on the Bronx

River Parkway:

Floods were observed at the
following locations:

BRONX RIVER PARKWAY FLOODING
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Map shows
volume of floods
at each recorded
location.



Annual NYSDOT
Preventative / Cyclical
drainage and highway

sweeping performed on
Bronx Rive Parkway.

NYSDOT INITIATIVES AS IT
RELATES TO BRP FLOODING

1
Standard Operating
Procedures for days
leading up to a NWS

forecast heavy rain / storm
/ hurricane related event.

2
NYSDOT Current and

proposed capital projects
on BRP. Ongoing and
future city-wide storm
resiliency initiatives.

3



WHAT IS A RESOLUTION? WHAT IS AN INTRODUCTION?

A resolution is a correspondence
developed by the City Council and

issued to another level of government.

Eg. A resolution to the NY State
Legislature and Governor to pass a law

providing flood barrier assistance
funding.

An introduction is a law for actions
governed by the City Council.

 

Eg. An introduction establishing a
Mayor’s office of Climate Resiliency and

Infrastructure

The legislation can then go for a full vote to be passed. Resolutions are
adopted and then sent to the relevant entity. Introductions are sent to the

Mayor who can then veto it and send it back to the council, sign it or
return it unsigned. When signed by the mayor, it becomes a local law. If
unsigned, once the required time eclipses, it becomes an enacted law.

Both types of legislation go to a relevant committee for a hearing. The
committee generates a report once it is heard, and legislators meet for edits. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES Legislative Fello

w
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Council Member Riley has co-sponsored 27 bills that are currently in committee, and 6 that have passed.
There are 4 additional bills that Council Member voted for during a full vote that are enacted/passed that

strengthen New York City’s storm resilience.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES

Council Member Riley has drafted, and
supported a number of bills regarding storm
resiliency, including many related to disaster

relief and fortifying infrastructure. 

On September 14th 2023 Council Member Riley
Introduced Intro 1167-2023; a bill that would require
the Commissioner of Emergency Management, in

consultation with the Office of the Mayor and
community boards, to identify and designate facilities

within each community district to serve as rapid
emergency response centers. 

Each center would be required to stock supplies for residents that have been displaced by a natural
human-caused disaster. This bill would also require the Commissioner of Emergency Management, in
consultation with the Commissioner of Citywide Administrative Services, to submit an annual report to

the Mayor and the Speaker regarding the inventory of supplies in each community district’s rapid
emergency response center.

PROMOTING STORM RESILIENCY THROUGH LAW



Environmental Protection, Resiliency and Waterfront

40.7%
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PARTICIPATORY
BUDGETING
Council Member Riley is the first representative in

District 12 to host participatory budgeting. We are proud

to be a participant in the City Council’s Participatory

Budgeting Initiative, empowering our neighbors to

propose and vote on projects for the district.

FOR THE COMMUNITY, BY THE COMMUNITY.
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Q&A
PLEASE ASK AWAY!
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Stay connected to our office!

THANK YOU!

ST LUKE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

@CMKevinCRiley 718-684-5509 District12@council.nyc.gov

A special thank you to our partners. 

Our team thanks you for listening!

Join our next community conversation!

for November on Community Development & How to Become a Non-Profit!

Look out for information about our next Community Conversation

940 East Gun Hill Road, The Bronx


