DISTRICT OFFICE CHAIR
563 COLUMBUS AVENUE, AT 87"H STREET OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS
NEW YORK, NY 10024
TEL: (212) 873-0282
FAX: (212) 873-0279

CONSUMER AND WORKER PROTECTION

CITY HALL OFFICE THE COUNCIL FINANCE
250 BROADWAY, ROOM 1875 OF
NEW YORK, NY 10007 GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS
TEL: (212) 788-6975 THE CITY OF NEW YORK HIGHER EDUCATION
FAX: (212) 513-7717
GALE A. BREWER IMMIGRATION
GBrewer@council.nyc.gov COUNCIL MEMBER, 6™ DISTRICT, MANHATTAN RULES, PRIVILEGES, AND ELECTIONS

www.council.nyc.gov

August 13, 2025

Iris Rodriguez-Rosa

Commissioner

NYC Department of Parks and Recreation
850 Fifth Avenue

New York, NY 10065

Dear Commissioner Rodriguez-Rosa,

I write to share the results of a survey conducted by my office from July 8 to July 28 analyzing the condition of
public water fountains in Council District 6. Local Law 93 of 2025, which took effect last month, requires the
Parks Department to install at least 50 outdoor drinking fountains within 100 feet of park entrances by 2035. | am
proud to have introduced this legislation, which garnered strong support from my colleagues and a wide range of
community organizations. However, a recurring theme at the City Council hearing for this bill, as well as at FY26
budget hearings, was the need to better maintain the water fountains that exist already.

My council district is home to the entirety of Central Park, parts of Riverside Park, and many public playgrounds
where access to free and clean water is essential. Considering the amount of outdoor activity during the summer,
it is imperative to not only have basic access to water for health and safety, but also to have the ability to refill
personal water bottles to reduce dependence on single-use plastics.

Our survey covered 216 water fountains, which were identified using the NYC Open Data Portal and the Parks
Department’s “Cool It!” map. My staff and interns evaluated overall cleanliness, drainage, and water flow of the
fountains and noted observations about functionality, missing parts, and even mold. Seventeen of the water
fountains were completely broken with no water flow whatsoever.

In Central Park, my staff and interns surveyed 132 water fountains and found that 1-in-4 do not drain properly.
Not only does overflow make it difficult to fill a 12 oz bottle, but it also reduces the ability to drink without
risking contact with the faucet. Furthermore, 14% of the Central Park water fountains take more than 20 seconds
to fill a 12 oz bottle, with one water fountain taking close to one minute. In Riverside Park, 26% of water
fountains surveyed did not work in any capacity, and 32% did not drain properly due to sand in the basins.

Concerning the water fountains in playgrounds—many of which are jointly operated as schoolyards—20% of
those surveyed did not work, with both Sol Bloom Playground and Playground Eighty-Nine being especially
concerning. The brand new water fountain at Sol Bloom has been repaired frequently but breaks down the next
day. Parents tell me the fixture needs to be replaced.

Lastly, my office found that 17 water fountains were unusable due to area construction, 15 were inaccessible
because they are located inside Parks Department offices, and 17 listed as water fountains in City materials were



not water fountains at all.

In partnership with my office, | urge your agency to inspect and repair the water fountains that we identified.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. | look forward to your response.

0. Bowep.

Gale A. Brewer

cc: Tricia Shimamura, Manhattan Borough Commissioner, Department of Parks and Recreation, 21 West 61
Street, New York, NY 10023
Jacques Jiha, Director, Office of Management and Budget, 255 Greenwich Street New York, New York
10007



