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        February 20, 2025 

 

Hon. Ydanis Rodriguez 

Commissioner 

NYC Dept. of Transportation 

55 Water Street, 9th Floor 

New York, NY 10041 

 

Dear Commissioner Rodriquez, 

 

First, I write to thank you for your attention to my letter, dated December 3, 2024, on behalf of 

constituents who reported multiple streetlight outages on Columbus Avenue from W. 64th Street to W. 

96th Street. Your staff informed me on January 31, 2025 that the appropriate DOT operational unit 

confirmed the necessary repairs were completed.  

 

I also write to share the results of a district-wide survey undertaken by 25 volunteers who walked Council 

District 6 after sunset in January 205 to identify nonfunctional streetlights. Collectively they found 65 

were out, flickering, or missing. My staff created a map of the locations identified, which is available on 

my City Council website. I trust that your agency will follow up and complete the necessary repairs.  

 

According to publically available data, there were 606 requests logged for street light repairs within the 

boundaries of Community Board 7 in 2024. My understanding is 311 and DOT do not take a request 

when there is an existing ticket open for the same location. That means the 606 requests in 2024 represent 

unique, non-overlapping instances nonfunctional street lights. The data also shows that 108 street lights 

were visited by DOT more than once (median of 6.5), which may indicate the first repair didn’t stick.  

 

Again, I urge DOT to repair the broken street lights identified in the survey, and, in the future, reevaluate 

how data on street light conditions is kept and shared. I was surprised to learn from your office that there 

is no publically available street light map or inventory. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to your response. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
        Gale A. Brewer 

 

cc: Ed Pincar Jr., Manhattan Commissioner, DOT, 59 Maiden Lane, 37th Floor, New York, NY 

10038 


