
Parry Aftab, Esq. for the NY City Council

Your Top Two Issues:
Social Networking and Cyberbullying



What is Cyberbullying?

It’s bullying that uses technology
It uses cellphones, game devices, 
Blackberries, profiles, blogs and videos
55% of cyberbullying is done in groups
15% of cyberbullying is done by accident
20% of cyberbullying involves threats
10% of cyberbullying is done in retribution
65% of 4th grade cyberbullies use blackmail
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Stats on Cyberbullying…

85% of middle schoolers polled indicated 
they were cyberbullied
70% of teens polled said they had 
cyberbullied others
4th graders are serious cyberbullies
Only 5% of middle schoolers polled said they 
would tell their parents
Cyberbullies are girls 65% of the time
Cyberbullies cross gender lines when 
choosing their victims, unlike “RL” bullies
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Megan Meier,Teen
 
Suicides…
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And cheerleader fights….



Social Networks…when personal 
ads meet communities online

Nightclubs
MySpace
YouTube
Tagged

School clubs 
Facebook
myYearbook

Hobby clubs
Takkle
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MySpace…
 
the 500lb gorilla
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Facebook…it’s more about groups
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The good…
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The bad…
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And the “what were you 
thinking?”
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What’s Your Role in All of 
This?

You’re still the parent
It’s not about technology (well, only a little about 
technology)
Get help (preferably someone under 18!)
Help them understand more (Teenangels.org)
Use it yourself (WiredMoms.com)
Talk is cheap (so you can afford lots!)
You’re on the same side
Remember when you were 15!
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A New Game to Protect Children 
From Sexual Predators
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Reaching me…

Parry@Aftab.com
WiredSafety.org
StopCyberbullying.org
Teenangels.org
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