
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 24, 2013 
 
 
Dear Senator: 
 
We are writing to call on you and the New York State Senate to pass the Gender Expression 
Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA). 
 
This bill, which is currently pending in the New York State Legislature, will provide basic civil 
rights for transgender New Yorkers by adding gender identity and expression to the already 
existing New York State human rights law. 
 
In April 2002, the New York City Council passed Local Law 3, which amended the City’s 
human rights law to protect transgender citizens against discrimination in housing, public 
accommodations and employment.  For over a decade, our city simply has not experienced the 
negative effects that opponents of this legislation claim might happen. 
 
There are 16 states, the District of Columbia, and over 160 localities across the United States that 
have passed transgender non-discrimination laws.  Even large companies like J.P. Morgan 
Chase, The New York Times, Goldman Sachs, Pfizer and MetLife in New York City have taken 
a stand and passed policies against transgender discrimination. 
 
Our job as elected officials is to protect all New Yorkers.  How can we rest when there are 
citizens who still live in fear of being fired from their jobs - or evicted from their homes - simply 
because of who they are?  Transgender New Yorkers shouldn’t have to wait any longer for these 
basic protections.  GENDA should be fully supported and enacted into law this session. 
 
We join with the vast majority of New York State citizens and the Members of the New York 
State Assembly who have passed this legislation six times in affirming New York’s commitment 
to basic civil rights for all New Yorkers, including those not currently protected by New York 
State human rights law. 
 
Sincerely, 

        
Christine C. Quinn   Deborah Rose    Daniel Dromm 
Speaker     Council Member   Council Member 
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Elizabeth Crowley    Mark Weprin    Albert Vann 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 

              
Jessica S. Lappin   Jimmy Van Bramer   Rosie Mendez 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 

       
Brad Lander    Stephen Levin    Letitia James  
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 

           
Margaret Chin    Sara Gonzalez    Gale A. Brewer 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member  
 
 

        
Daniel R. Gardonick   Leroy G. Comrie   Peter Koo 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 

   
Karen Koslowitz   Jumaane D. Williams   Darlene Mealy 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 

                   
Helen Diane Foster   Robert Jackson   Inez E. Dickens 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 



   
Maria del Carmen Arroyo  Lewis Fidler    G. Oliver Koppell 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 

       
Melissa Mark-Viverito  Ydanis Rodriguez   Annabel Palma 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 

      
James Gennaro   Julissa Ferreras   Diana Reyna 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 

 

       
Mathieu Eugene   James Vacca    Joel Rivera 
Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


