
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 1, 2013 
 
 
Cindy Mann, J.D. 
Deputy Administrator Director 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
7500 Security Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD 21244 
 
Hon. Kathleen Sebelius 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 
200 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20201 
 
Dear Ms. Mann and Secretary Sebelius: 
 
We are writing to urge the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) to approve the 
New York State Department of Health (DOH)’s Medicaid 1115 Waiver Amendment.  We are 
approaching the one-year mark of the State’s request, and the approval of the Waiver has never 
been more vital to the health of New York State residents and healthcare system.  In New York 
City, we are faced with a crisis in our healthcare delivery system, as our hospital system 
struggles to provide the high quality care necessary to meet the needs of our patient 
population.  The $10 billion Waiver would not only allow the State to invest in innovative 
models of healthcare delivery, but it would also allow our hospitals to continue providing the 
care that saves the lives of our residents.   
    
The $10 billion Waiver seeks to reinvest savings from the State’s Medicaid Redesign Team 
(MRT) reforms, which are projected to save the federal government $17.3 billion.  The Waiver 
funds would address the immediate needs of our hospitals, protecting and supporting a system 
that has struggled to stay afloat amidst the rising costs of healthcare.  Hospitals across New York 
City have been forced to shutter or face the real possibility of closure; this is particularly true for 
our safety net hospitals that care for large numbers of Medicaid and uninsured patients.  The 
situation has become a crisis in the borough of Brooklyn, where four hospitals and divisions have 
closed in the past decade, and two more hospitals – Interfaith Medical Center and Long Island 
College Hospital – are teetering on the edge of closure now.  The State’s plan to infuse capital, 
technical assistance and restructuring funds to our hospitals must be fully funded in order to 
protect the safety of our most vulnerable residents.   
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MRT reforms aim to alter our healthcare delivery system, prioritizing patient-centered models 
that improve health outcomes and quality care for New Yorkers while reducing costs.  New 
programs and policies have already begun to change our healthcare system for the better; without 
additional Waiver funds, the State simply cannot implement the full MRT vision.  The Waiver 
application lays out an innovative and comprehensive plan for using the $10 billion to improve 
care for the 5.2 million Medicaid eligible New Yorkers – from facilitating the expansion of 
primary care, to investing in a high quality workforce, to supporting the development of the new 
Medicaid Health Home models that promise high quality, coordinated care. 
 
The plans laid out in the MRT reform provide us with a path toward a better healthcare system, 
and the 1115 Waiver funds are critical to implementing this innovative vision of New York State 
healthcare.  Approval of the Waiver is urgent; the health of our hospitals, residents, and state 
economy is on the line.   
  
Sincerely, 

      
Christine C. Quinn  Maria del Carmen Arroyo   Albert Vann   
Speaker   Chair, Health Committee   Council Member 
 
 
 

  
Stephen Levin   Brad Lander 
Council Member  Council Member     


