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Today, the city took a major step forward in guarding the safety of New York’s bravest residents.

After the tragedy that took the lives of two Bronx firefighters, the Council worked with the
Administration to develop legislation that would put stronger safety mechanisms in place. While
we cannot know whether or not this legislation would have saved the victim’s lives on that
terrible day, we do know that we can and must provide the FDNY with the resources they need
to protect themselves and other New Yorkers.

Firefighters should know the lay of the land before they enter a burning building and have the
information they need to know if major alterations have occurred. In an age when information is
available instantly this legislation will give New York’s Bravest a better chance to avoid
additional and unnecessary job hazards.

I want to thank the Mayor for signing this bill into law and commend Council Member Martinez
for his leadership on this issue.
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