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STATEMENT BY SPEAKER CHRISTINE C. QUINN 

Re: Starrett City Sale  
 

We understand that a group of developers operating as Berkshire LLC has been selected as the 
winning bidder for Starrett City.     
    
We are very concerned about the track record Berkshire and the individuals associated with it have 
on other Brooklyn housing projects, where they have accumulated almost 8800 open housing 
violations, including over 1,000 that are considered hazardous.     
    
We are also anxious to see Berkshire’s plan for preserving affordability at Starrett City. Losing 
nearly 6,000 apartments from the City’s affordable housing stock would be a blow to the families of 
Starrett City, and would severely worsen our already desperate citywide shortage of affordable 
housing.     
    
Questions have arisen about whether new residential development is possible on vacant land at 
Starrett. Right now, as-of-right development is limited to 150,000 square feet, which would yield 
only about 150 apartments. If the purchaser has hopes to build beyond that limited amount, the 
Council will have to review and approve changes.  If a proposal comes before us, we will look at a 
variety of issues including whether there is an infrastructure to support new development, whether 
steps are being taken to protect open space and concerns raised about affordable housing 
maintenance. 
 
We have asked Berkshire to meet with us to discuss their plans. We will also be working with the 
City, State and Federal governments to use every tool available to protect Starrett City tenants and 
preserve this wonderful community. 
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