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Speaker Quinn, Elected Officials Join Stop & Shop in Delivering 

Thanksgiving Turkeys for Food Bank For NYC

City Hall, November 14, 2007 – Council Speaker Christine Quinn today joined Faith Weiner, Stop & Shop Director of Government and Media Relations, as well as Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum and Council Member Eric Gioia in delivering a 69-foot long tractor-trailer truck full of Thanksgiving turkeys to the Food Bank For New York City at City Hall.  The Speaker was also joined by Lenny Salvo, Secretary Treasurer of UFCW Local 1500, and Steve Pezenik, Director of Special Projects for RWDSU Local 338, two unions that represent workers at grocery stores like Stop & Shop, and who have been conducting their own thanksgiving food drives.
The 500 turkeys being delivered today are just part of a total of $35,000 dollars in food products and cash that Stop & Shop is donating to the Food Bank to help New Yorkers this year.  Through the failure of the Federal Government to provide adequate funding for food assistance programs, supplies in Food Bank's warehouse have fallen from an average of 7 – 8 million pounds of food to just 3 million pounds this year.
“Thanksgiving is just a week away, but far too many New Yorkers are still worrying about how they are going to put food on the table,” said Speaker Christine Quinn.  “The Council is proud to have done our part to fund the Food Bank and other food assistance programs, but without help from Washington there is only so much our City can do.  That’s why we are so grateful for the generosity of Stop & Shop, UFCW Local 1500, and RWDSU Local 338, who are helping us prevent New Yorkers from going hungry this Thanksgiving”

Speaker Quinn also continued her call for Congress to pass an amended Farm Bill that would increase and stabilize funding to emergency food programs in cities around the country.  These Federal programs have been dramatically under funded and may completely run out of money unless is reauthorized and expanded immediately. 

“Stop & Shop appreciates the efforts of Speaker Quinn in calling for more government resources to be dedicated to providing for our nation's hungry,” said Faith Weiner, Director of Government and Media Relations.  “We are proud to work alongside The Food Bank For New York City to support those in need during this holiday season.” 

Approximately 1.3 million New York City residents are currently relying on emergency food programs like soup kitchens and food pantries - an increase of 24 percent from 2004.  This increase includes an additional 128,000 hungry children alone.  Meanwhile, nearly half of all emergency food agencies ran out of food one out of every six times they were open in the past year. 
 “I would like to thank New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn for inviting the Food Bank For New York City to City Hall and for shedding light on the plight of the 1.3 million New Yorkers who are struggling to put food on the table,” said Dr. Lucy Cabrera, Ph.D., President and CEO of Food Bank For New York City.  “We are very appreciative of the corporate generosity of our friends at Stop & Shop who understand the importance of this issue and who continually support our efforts.” 

Stop & Shop’s Turkey Express program will deliver nearly 19,000 turkeys to hunger relief organizations in seven states this Thanksgiving season. Each year, Stop & Shop donates over $12 million in product and financial support to individual food banks. In addition to the Turkey Express program, Stop & Shop continues to fight hunger through the Food For Friends campaign, which will raise more than $1 million this year for more than 300 local hunger relief organizations throughout seven states.

“As the weather gets colder and the giving season begins, we face the worst food shortage in 20 years,” said Public Advocate Betsy Gotbaum.  “That's why I am urging all New Yorkers to lend a helping hand to those who need it. Donate food to a local soup kitchen or food pantry. Donate your time.  A little can go a long way to helping to end hunger in New York City.”

“Food pantries and soup kitchens play a vital role in feeding our City's hungry, filling the gaps from the food stamp program,” said Council Member Eric Gioia.  “This year there are empty shelves in food pantries all over our City, and that means more children going to bed hungry.  We need the federal government to pass the Farm Bill now so we can get food back on the shelves and back on families' tables.”

 “Local 338 is very pleased to be involved with these other wonderful organizations in an attempt to feed thousands of families across the metropolitan area during this holiday season,” said John R. Durso, President of Local 338 RWDSU/UFCW.  “Each year Local 338 members donate over 1000 turkeys & Holiday meals to food pantries, churches, synagogues and domestic violence shelters.  By joining together we can reach out and touch the lives of so many more in need.  We encourage everyone to take a moment to give thanks for all that we have and to share a little of the blessings that we enjoy.” 

“United Food and Commercial Workers Union Local 1500 is always ready to work with Speaker Quinn in her heartfelt effort to bring a brighter Thanksgiving to those in the City that are suffering through difficult economic times,” said Bruce W. Both , President of UFCW Local 1500.  “We hope our gesture to provide Turkeys brings some relief to those in need.”
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