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Speaker Quinn, City Leaders Rally Against Hate Crimes

Announce Five-Borough Campaign to Raise Awareness, Fight Against Hate Crimes

New York, NY – In response to the growing number of hate crimes in New York City, Speaker Christine C. Quinn was joined today by a broad coalition of New Yorkers from the governmental, law enforcement, religious and advocacy communities to speak out against hate crimes. The City leaders announced an upcoming five-borough campaign against hate crimes, which will raise awareness of the impact of hate crimes in an effort to prevent future crimes from occurring. 

The citywide “Day Out Against Hate” will feature events with key elected officials, community leaders and advocates.  The day will kick off with an interfaith breakfast, bringing together community religious leaders including the Reverend Al Sharpton.  Speaker Quinn and other City officials will also hold events in each borough, in schools, senior centers, and after school programs. The event is scheduled to take place on Thursday, November 29th. 

Speaker Quinn stated, “In the most diverse city in the world, a city where diversity is viewed as a strength, we have zero tolerance for any who would single someone out simply because of who they are, or who they may be perceived to be. Be it swastikas in Brooklyn, nooses in Manhattan, or terrorizing someone because of their sexual orientation, New Yorkers will not stand idly by while threats are made against someone based upon their identity. Our Day Out Against Hate will be a chance to bring this message directly to communities in all five boroughs.”
New York City has experienced a rise in hate crimes citywide, with statistics indicating that there has been a 20.9 percent increase in hate crimes so far this year.  Additionally, a recent survey sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League shows the number of Americans who hold anti-Semitic attitudes has remained constant since 2005. 

“The trauma caused to our neighborhood by recent anti-Semitic actions was extreme, but I am pleased that the residents of our community all races and religions stood together to denounce these hateful actions,” said Rabbi Serge Lippe of Brooklyn Heights Synagogue.

In September, the Brooklyn Heights Synagogue was the site of a hate crime when swastikas were found painted across the walls of the building. The previous week, a total of twenty-three swastikas were found painted throughout the neighborhood and anti-Semitic leaflets were found throughout the area. 

Most recently, New York has been plagued by the appearance of swastikas or nooses in places from Columbia University to Canarsie, Brooklyn, in Parks Department lockers and outside the Church Street Post Office.  These incidents are assaults against our communities, and necessitate a vigorous response from all New Yorkers.

“Hate crimes are on the rise both in the city and in this country; which is one reason why Reverend Sharpton, Martin Luther King III and National Action Network are holding a march in Washington, DC on November 16th,” said Charlie King, Acting National Director of the National Action Network.  “Here in New York, we have seen hate crimes on the rise, appearing everywhere from the Ivy Leagues in Manhattan, to the football leagues in Staten Island. We see this trend everywhere. We commend speaker Quinn for taking leadership on this important issue.”

“In New York City, ‘a proud home to everyone from everywhere,’ an attack against any group is an attack against us all,” said Brooklyn Borough President Marty Markowitz. “Thankfully, events like this one sponsored by Speaker Quinn remind us that for every despicable violent act, or hurtful symbol emblazoned in ignorance, literally thousands of good deeds are exchanged in this great city each and every day, proving resoundingly what we know in our hearts-that here in New York, our diversity is indeed our strength.”

“I’d like to thank Speaker Quinn for bringing us together today, and I am happy to be here as the Borough President of the most multi-ethnic county in America,” said Queens Borough President Helen Marshall.  “Hatred is born out of ignorance, and there is no room for it in Queens, in New York City, or anywhere else.”

“Staten Island is the safest borough in the City thanks in part to our Anti-Bias Task Force, which was formed by my office in 1997 to address bias crimes,” said Staten Island Borough President James Molinaro.  “Our last meeting was on April 17 with local lawmakers, clergy, community leaders and concerned citizens. Although Staten Island is the fastest-growing borough in the City, our number of bias crimes has decreased dramatically, and we are working hard to keep it that way.” 

“New York has a strong hate crimes law, but we need the resources to enforce it so that everyone gets the message that there's no place for these heinous acts in our society,” said Manhattan Borough President Stringer. “I applaud Chris Quinn for raising the profile of these crimes and calling on Congress to pass this important legislation.  And I am proud to be part of this united front saying loud and clear that this behavior will not be tolerated.  We will find and prosecute the people committing these crimes and put them where then belong - behind bars.”
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