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Speaker Quinn, Advocates, Elected Officials Visit Bronx Greenmarket; Highlight Initiative to Help New Yorkers Access Healthy Foods
With Help from Council Funding, More New Yorkers Able to Use Food Stamps 

for Fresh, Locally Grown Fruits and Vegetables

The Bronx, July 10, 2007 – Speaker Christine C. Quinn today joined elected officials, farmers, and advocates at the Poe Park Greenmarket in the Bronx, to highlight the Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) stations that allow New Yorkers to use food stamps to purchase nutritious foods at greenmarkets throughout the City.  This year, the New York City Council increased funding to support the expansion of EBT access at farmers’ markets around the City.

Families that qualify for federal food stamp aid often live in neighborhoods with limited access to the nutritious food they need to support a healthy lifestyle.  Meanwhile, 43% of New York City schoolchildren are obese or overweight.  Greenmarkets can help to bridge the nutrition gap, bringing fresh, locally grown produce to the communities that need it the most.

Unfortunately, in 2000, when food stamps transitioned from paper coupons to the paperless EBT card form, many farmers’ markets became unable to accept food stamps. By providing Greenmarkets with the scanners they need to read these cards, the Council is helping to put healthy food back on the table for families throughout New York City.

Speaker Quinn said, “Making sure New Yorkers have access to food stamps is only half the battle – we also need to make sure they can use those food stamps to purchase nutritious foods.  Our City’s Greenmarkets can provide fresh, locally grown fruits and vegetables that may not be widely available in some neighborhoods.  The Council is proud to have done its part to help make sure all New Yorkers can get the food they need to live a healthy lifestyle.”

Last year, Speaker Quinn and the City Council first provided funding for EBT scanners, signage, community outreach, and a dedicated staff member to operate the machines at four Greenmarkets around the City.  In the first year of Council funding alone, the amount of food stamps being used at the Poe Park market grew from almost nothing to over $500 a day.

This year Council funding has increased to $295,200 for a series of initiatives working to make healthy affordable food available to all New Yorkers.  Much of this funding will go to support the expansion of EBT access at farmers’ markets, and to increase awareness that food stamps can now be used at many Greenmarkets.

“We are very grateful to the Speaker for this funding,” said Marcel Van Ooyen, Executive Director of the Council on the Environment of NYC.  “It enables Greenmarket to preserve even more local farmland while bringing fresh, healthful produce to the urban "food desert" residents who need it most.  It's a perfect win-win.”

Greenmarket has organized and managed open-air farmers markets in New York City since 1976, promoting regional agriculture and ensuring a continuing supply of fresh, local produce for New Yorkers. Greenmarket supports farmers and preserves farmland for the future by providing regional small family farmers with opportunities to sell their fruits, vegetables and other farm products to New Yorkers.

“Now that people know they can shop at the Greenmarket with their food stamps, they are extremely happy,” said Martin Rodriguez, a Hudson Valley farmer. “It's helping people get more fresh vegetables, and it’s helping the farmers to grow more vegetables and make more sales. Now people can get the very freshest vegetables at the farmers market, picked the night before. I think this year food stamps will be 30% or more of my business.”

“We hail Speaker Quinn for building on the City's success in providing more neighborhoods with access to fresh food that is both nutritious and affordable,” said JC Dwyer, Director of Programs and National Service at the New York City Coalition Against Hunger. “These efforts will help more low-income New Yorkers avoid both hunger and obesity, as well as support small family farmers in our region. This is a quintessential ‘win-win’ situation for New York City.”

The Council’s Greenmarket funding initiative builds upon its ongoing Food Today, Healthy Tomorrow campaign, a citywide initiative to increase food stamp enrollment among New York City’s under-served communities.  Council Members launched the campaign last year and have focused on enrolling at risk groups of New Yorkers, such as children and seniors, while coordinating outreach with groups ranging from faith based organizations to supermarkets.  
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