GALE A. BREWER

COUNCIL MEMBER, DISTRICT 6

MANHATTAN

DISTRICT OFFICE

563 COLUMBUS AVENUE AT 87TH STREET

NEW YORK, NY 10024

(212) 873-0282

FAX (212) 873-0279

CITY HALL OFFICE

250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1744

NEW YORK, NY 10007

(212) 788-6975

FAX (212) 513-7717

gale.brewer@council.nyc.gov
www.council.nyc.gov


[image: image1.wmf] 


The Council

of

The City of New York



CHAIR

GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS

(((((((((
COMMITTEES

AGING

FINANCE

HIGHER EDUCATION

HOUSING AND BUILDINGS

MENTAL HEALTH

TECHNOLOGY

TRANSPORTATION

WATERFRONTS
My name is Gale A. Brewer and I represent the residents of the West Side of Manhattan, from West 54 Street to West 96 Street, in the City Council.
Regarding the sight at 330 West 86 Street LLC, 330 West LLC has applied for new building plans from the Department of Buildings (DOB)  to clear the way for a project that would demolish the existing structure so that a new structure in excess of 75 feet in height, which is defined by the New York City Building Code as a high-rise building can be built.

It is my understanding that the Urban Development Action Area Program (UDAAP) which is meant to preserve and revitalize the site by remedying violations and getting the site into a repaired state only allows for demolition if the new development is an “in kind” replacement of the previous structure. Furthermore, it is my belief that it is under the jurisdiction of the Department of Buildings to determine the purview of the UDAAP.
The proposed building at the sight is not in the spirit of the original structure. Though the plans currently show the structure as a 4-unit dwelling it is clear that a 17 story building will ultimately be intended for more apartments, more residents and high profits for the ownership. Profit is the clear motivator of these actions but HPD, in their sale of the original building, did not intend to create a low cost investment for financers, the UDAAP was created to preserve and restore buildings throughout the city.

Though I do not deny that any investor using legal means should have the right to invest and ultimately make a profit, the issue of jurisdiction in regards to the sight at 330 West 86 Street is still pending and for this reason the Board of Standards and Appeals should not feel compelled to make a decision before that litigation comes to a close. 

I believe it is in the best interest of the Board of Standards and Appeals, as well as the Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the Department of Buildings and the populous as a whole for the BSA to postpone any decision regarding this sight until all litigation surrounding the sight, some of which involves the city of New York, is resolved.
And as a final comment, the residents of the neighborhoods adjacent to structures that are affected by the decisions of the BSA should have access to information regarding the processes. My office was not readily given information regarding this site, and very little access to procedural information was disseminated by the BSA. As a suggestion perhaps a review of the notification procedure should be undertaken by the appropriate agents within the Board so that the public is properly informed as to the changing face of their city.
Thank you and goodnight!  
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