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My name is Gale Brewer and I represent the residents of the Upper West Side and northern Clinton in the City Council. First, I want to make clear that I am eager to see the site at Riverside Center, which is the last parcel of open land on the West Side, developed. This site has the potential to be something unique, attracting both new residents and daily visitors from down the block or around the world. I am eager to approve a plan that is beautiful in design, functionally superior and responsive to the present needs of the community and the ones for future generations. 


That is why I fully support Community Board 7's Report and Resolution regarding this proposal. I and my staff have sat in on nearly every meeting CB7 held on this project. You would be hard pressed to find another community board that has spent the extensive amount of time discussing, deconstructing and developing a superior plan that maintains the developer's original design while addressing present and future community needs. In particular, (Not sure if you want to list CB7 main requests and modification here). I must commend Chair Mel Wymore, Ethel Sheffer, Richard Ashe, and the rest of Community Board 7 for their brilliance and dedication. 

In addition, I would like to take the time to commend Amanda Burden, the other Chairs of the City Planning Commission, along with the Department of Housing Preservation and Development for their progressive leadership by including this project in the City’s inclusionary housing program. As our city grows it is the responsibility of every community leader to ensure that the benefits of these types of large scale developments be available to the entire population. For this reason, I believe we must continue the city-wide trend to exceed 20% integrated affordable housing that was achieved at sites such as the Domino Sugar Refinery and Rose Plaza in Brooklyn, and the Solow Site on the East Side of Manhattan.

In summary, I would urge Extell to re-new their efforts and work with CB7 and the resolution they have put forth.  
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