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My name is Gale A. Brewer and I represent the residents of the West Side of Manhattan, from West 54 Street to West 96 Street, in the City Council. 


I want to acknowledge the hard work that brought us to this public hearing. I have great respect for the parents who have crunched numbers and also participated in endless discussions with the Department of Education staff, the Manhattan Borough President, and other elected officials.  Due to their dedication, the DOE agreed to establish PS 452, starting with three kindergarten classes, in the William J. O’Shea Complex.  I would like to give a special shout-out to Elizabeth Rose of the Department of Education.

Many outstanding issues remain, but I am encouraged by the collaborative effort to address them.  I am supportive of the current schools in the O’Shea Complex and want to be sure that their academic programs are not adversely impacted, especially in regard to cluster rooms which are essential for individual or small group instruction and shared spaces such as the library, cafeteria, and playground.

I am pleased to say that I was able to direct capital funds this year for an age appropriate playground at the school in addition to funding a Library Media Center with Manhattan Borough President Scott Stringer. 


To this end, I would like to reiterate the request made to the Department of Education by my colleagues and the CEC3 for a full site plan.


I know that students in CSD 3 still need more classroom space, even with PS 452.  There is also a great need for new seats to accommodate the new buildings in the neighborhood.  I have strongly advocated for a new school in the proposed Riverside South development now in planning, and I know that Community Board 7 is supportive as well.


However, we need a new school to be built in the very near future, because Riverside South will take a number of years before it is completed.

I want to particularly thank the Community Education Council, the parent leadership and Community Board 7 for their endless time and effort to resolve these issues.  

 
I look forward to continuing to work with all parties on the critical goal of reducing overcrowding in the schools and providing a high quality learning environment for all of our children.
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