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City Charter Revisions

March, 5 2010
Comments by NY City Council Member Gale A. Brewer

A.4122a – This bill changes the process by which the Mayor would make appointments to a charter revision commission by requiring nominations by other elected officials and allowing for at least 9 and not more than 17 appointments. The bill restricts who may serve and persons appointed shall be subject to conflicts of interest provisions of the City Charter and other local laws. Furthermore, it prevents the Mayor from appointing a commission after May 15 with the expectation of putting its recommendations before the voters in the same year. 

A6019 – This bill deletes the “bumping” provision of the Municipal Home Rule Law, which provides for a charter revision commission proposal barring any other local referenda from the ballot in the same election.

A third proposal, not yet introduced, would provide that the City Council could block a Charter Revision Commission proposal from being placed on the ballot by a 2/3 vote of the Council.
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