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Live, From New York, It’s NYC Government!

Technology in Government Committee Holds First-Ever Live Webcast for the City Council

CITY HALL – On Thursday, September 24, 2009 at 250 Broadway in the 14th Floor Hearing Room, the New York City Council’s Committee on Technology in Government debuted the first-ever live webcast of a Council Committee Meeting during an oversight hearing on the Bloomberg Administration’s expansion of the City’s Enhanced 311 services offering social service referrals.  This webcast demonstrated the simplicity of streaming public meetings without needing expensive and complicated equipment.  

“Coming on the heels of the first live “twittered” hearing in June 2009 on Open Data Standards (Int. 991-2009), the Tech Committee takes another leap forward by webcasting through Livestream,” said Council Member Gale A. Brewer, Chair of the Technology in Government Committee.  “The technology is readily available and it is relatively inexpensive to broadcast and stream live content to harnessing the open government movement and engaging ‘netizens.’  We’re aiming to webcast all Council hearings. This meeting raises the bar for future hearings and City agencies.”

The Technology in Government Committee plans to stream and archive meetings in the future.  The video will be available for viewing at  www.livestream.com/nycctechcomm and hashcode #nycctechcomm on Twitter.

In 2007, Council Member Brewer introduced legislation (Intro. 533-2007) requiring all city and public agencies to webcast their meetings.  A committee hearing on the legislation was held in Fall 2008.  Samuel Wong, Legislative Aide on Technology, of our office, led the live “twittering” and webcast.  
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