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BREWER AND EDC ANNOUNCE CREATION OF HELICOPTER TOURISM ROUNDTABLE

January 2, 2009 - Council Member Gale A. Brewer (D-Man) announced today that, in response to resident concerns regarding non-emergency helicopter flights over the West Side of Manhattan, the New York City Economic Development Corporation is forming a Helicopter Tourism Roundtable.  Co-chaired by Brewer, the roundtable will include various stakeholders, including heliport operators, helicopter companies, the FAA, NYPD, and the Hudson River Park Trust.


For the last three months, residents in the streets from the West 70’s through the 90’s have been reporting raucous noise from the non-emergency tourism helicopters flying low over their homes throughout the day. Calls and e-mails have been coming in to the office of Council Member Brewer since the fall of 2008. 


The official recognized and recommended route for helicopters flying along the West Side of Manhattan, the Federal Aviation Administration reports, is along the east bank of the Hudson River. Instead, however, the helicopter routes have been deviating from the east bank of the Hudson River by turning east in the high 90s, turning south above Columbus Avenue, and then continuing on West 79 or 80th  Street. Alternately, this route is also followed counter-clockwise. 

Starting at around 9 AM and continuing to nightfall, this pattern persists about every 15 minutes each weekend. Residents have reported seeing up to 25 helicopters in a 30 minutes period. Although they have been able to identify red, blue, and black on the tails of the helicopters, residents have been unable to decipher the individual tail numbers.

Council Member Brewer wrote to the Federal Aviation Administration on December 19, 2008 asking for increased enforcement of the skies over residential buildings. Copies of the letter were sent to both the Hudson River Park Trust, which has jurisdiction over the West Side heliport the Hudson River pier, and to the NYC Economic Development Corporation, which has jurisdiction over the Wall Street Heliport. 

Based on the outcome of a 2007 lawsuit filed by the Friends of Hudson River Park, the Hudson River Park Trust has agreed to stop half of the helicopter trips coming from West 30 Street in July of 2009, and to stop them permanently by April 1, 2010. While a healthy start, “New Yorkers cannot wait until 2010,” says Council Member Brewer, “I am advocating that the tourism helicopters stop flying over Manhattan now, and stay only along the Hudson River.” 

On December 29, 2008, Council Member Brewer attempted contacting all of the area helicopter tourism companies in Manhattan and received the following responses:

-Representatives of Liberty Helicopter said that their tourism flights only fly along the river


-Representatives of Manhattan Helicopters said that they “only flew tourism helicopters on Friday over 

the Christmas week”


-Representatives of ZIP said that they are small and do not fly over Central Park, although their web site 

advertises a $240 flight package where “Your air experience will begin by crossing Central 

Park, and will then continue to view New York’s 5 boroughs"

-Representatives of Helicopter Flight Services said that they are in New Jersey and they “haven’t been 

in NYC in 6 months. They train pilots.”


“Some helicopter company is flying over the West Side of Manhattan, and I want these flights in residential neighborhoods to stop!” said Council Member Brewer, adding “I look forward to working with the Mayor's office to address these quality of life concerns." 
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