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March 7, 2013 – Speaker Christine C. Quinn, Council Member Gale A. Brewer, and advocates issued a 

statement on Thursday, March 7, 2013 to herald the first big milestone under Council Member Brewer’s 

Open Data Law, signed by Mayor Bloomberg as Local Law 11 one year ago on March 7, 2012. As per 

the timeline required by the law, all qualifying data currently available on any NYC.gov website is now 

required to be posted on the NYC OpenData portal at www.nyc.gov/data. If an agency cannot make 

relevant data available, they must describe that data and provide an explanation and a timeline for when it 

will be posted to the portal. 

 

 “Last year the City Council voted, and Mayor Bloomberg signed into law, a groundbreaking 

open data policy for New York City,” said City Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn. “The idea was 

that data generated by the government should be available to the people it governs to the greatest extent 

possible – without license or registration – in an online format that permits access and analysis while 

promoting transparency and accountability. Today, thanks to Local Law 11, the City data that agencies 

make available online is now accessible in one place – the NYC OpenData portal. This Portal currently 

shares over 1,750 unique representations of more than 1,000 sets of City data, with more being added all 

the time as agencies work towards full compliance with the law by the end of 2018. We should be proud 

that our city has the strongest open data policy in the country. This law embraces the beauty of a more 

transparent government, supplying tools to allow innovators to innovate, legislators to legislate, inventors 

to invent, advocates to advocate. I thank Council Member Brewer who sponsored this piece of legislation 

as well as the Members of the Council and advocates who supported it. The information freed by this law 

will allow the Council, advocates, research institutions and the public to analyze and interpret agency 

data, discover trends, reach conclusions and suggest new policies for years to come.” 

 

According to Council Member Gale A. Brewer, “This is great day for New York City 

government and a great day for transparency across the country. With this milestone, we are putting an 

end to the days of city agencies posting information in confusing PDFs that cannot be searched or 

manipulated. By opening up troves of data to the public in its raw form, we are giving technologists, good 

government advocates, and the public unprecedented access to New York City’s municipal data.” 

 

“Data are the building blocks of the digital age, and our open data legislation – the most 

ambitious and comprehensive in the country – ensures New York City will continue to blaze the 

technological trail for the next generation,” said New York City Chief Information and Innovation 

Officer Rahul N. Merchant. “I thank Speaker Quinn and Council Member Brewer for their remarkable 

efforts in passing the bill, and the New York City Transparency Working Group and other advocates who 

advised upon and helped shape this transformative legislation. Tremendous credit also belongs to the staff 

at DoITT and agencies across the City working daily to implement this landmark law.” 

 

“The public has the right to know how its government works, and the Open Data Law is a great 

step toward greater transparency,” said Council Member Mark Weprin. 



 

 

 

"Making it easier for the public to get City government databases will make our local agencies 

more effective and responsive," said Gene Russianoff, senior attorney for the New York Public 

Interest Research Group. 

 

"Freedom of information is basic to any successful democracy. Data is simply information in a 

digital form. "Open data" is the way information is freed for broad public use. Today marks a big step 

towards a new era in which it's understood that while government is the steward of the information it 

collects, the public is the rightful owner," said John Kaehny, Executive Director of Reinvent Albany. 

 

"As a group that advances good government and political reform in New York, we believe that 

today is an important milestone for all New Yorkers," said Dick Dadey, Executive Director of Citizens 

Union. "From 2009 to 2012, we have been deeply involved in working with Speaker Quinn and Council 

Member Brewer in ensuring that this day would become a reality. By making vast amounts of the city's 

data easier for New Yorkers to access, Council Member Brewer's Open Data Law is making the city a 

leader in digital innovation and transparency. All New Yorkers deserve to have government services 

delivered to them in an efficient manner. When agencies make their data available online, the public is 

better able to monitor service delivery, suggest improvements, track progress and hold these agencies 

accountable.” 

"By opening up and making the City's data machine readable, the city's entrepreneurial 

community will be able to build better interfaces and help grow this city into the 21st Century. Together, 

we will increase the effectiveness of government services and an equitable City for the future," said Noel 

Hidalgo, Executive Director, Open NY Forum, & Code for America's NYC Program Manager. 

Local Law 11 of 2012, Council Member Brewer’s Open Data Law, represents the most 

comprehensive open data legal policy ever adopted by a municipality. The law states that all qualifying 

data sets maintained by NYC agencies must be published on the NYC Open Data Portal by 2018. By 

September, 2013 all NYC agencies must publish compliance plans, outlining all data sets under their 

control, along with timelines for when each data set will be published. These plans will be updated 

annually, and provide the public and interested parties with a chance to view and comment on each 

agency’s progress toward posting all datasets by 2018.  

 

The passage of the Open Data Law was over three years in the making, and would not have been 

possible without the strong support of countless people. Council Member Brewer would like to extend 

special thanks to Mayor Bloomberg, Council Speaker Christine C. Quinn, City Council Technology 

Committee Chair Fernando Cabrera, the New York City Department of Information Technology and 

Telecommunications (DoITT), and the many advocates who worked with the Council on the legislation 

such as NYPIRG, Reinvent Albany, Citizens Union, Common Cause, Open Plans, Code for America, 

Beth Noveck from New York Law School, and many others.   
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