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On Tuesday, July 26, 2011, Council Member Brewer was joined by Victor Gonzalez, Board Member of 

the New York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), the Macquarie Group, Dr. Thomas Kamber, Executive 

Director of Older Adults Technology Services (OATS) and the residents of the Amsterdam Houses for 

the grand opening of their new long-awaited computer lab. In a wonderful example of public-private 

partnership, NYCHA donated the building space, outfitted with computers from the Macquarie Group – 

and OATS will provide instructional classes for residents from throughout the NYCHA developments, 

with priority for seniors from the local Amsterdam Houses and Amsterdam Addition.  

  

As former chair of the Council Committee on Technology and current chair of the Committee on 

Governmental Operations, one of Council Member Brewer’s core objectives is bridging the digital divide, 

especially across generations and economic levels.   

  

"For me, this Senior Technology Center located in Amsterdam Houses is a dream come true. As chair of 

the City Council's Committee on Technology, I initiated hearings in all five boroughs on the importance 

of broadband, the high cost of connectivity, and the digital divide that exists for seniors and low-income 

families. I am ecstatic that Amsterdam Houses'  Technology Center will begin building bridges across the 

great digital divide," said Council Member Brewer.  

  

“The New York City Housing Authority welcomes partnerships such as these that enable us to extend 

services to our residents,” said Victor Gonzalez, Board member of NYCHA. “This new computer lab, 

made possible thanks to the efforts of Councilwoman Brewer and the generosity of the Macquarie Group 

and Older Adults Technology Services,  will provide much-needed services for the residents of 

Amsterdam Houses, especially the senior population, who will receive training on how to take advantage 

of the technology made available to them.” 

  



Margarita Curet, President of the Amsterdam Houses Residents Association said, "The residents of 

Amsterdam Houses and the Executive Board of the Amsterdam Houses Residents Association are very 

grateful to Council Member Brewer, Macquarie Group, and OATS for getting this lab off the floor! Gale 

and her staff are always there for Amsterdam Houses and ready to help us no matter how little or big the 

situation is." 

  

"What a fabulous example of public-private cooperation," said Dr. Kamber, "Here we have an elected 

official teaming up with a nonprofit agency, a public housing authority, and a private financial services 

firm to put all the pieces in place for a beautiful new program for seniors.  These computers will enable 

seniors to be more engaged with their families and communities, and OATS classes will help them make 

the most of their experiences online.  We want to thank the tenants association and NYCHA for hosting 

the program, Macquarie Group for building the lab and donating the computers, and Gale Brewer for 

bringing us all together." 

  

"The Macquarie Group Foundation believes that a company has a responsibility to work for the 

betterment of the communities in which it operates," said Macquarie's Kathryn O'Neal-Dunham. "The 

Foundation looks for opportunities that are innovative, genuinely responsive to the community’s needs 

and that enable employees to contribute time and expertise.  Our work with Older Adults Technology 

Services has recently been a strong example of the kind of partnership we endeavor to build.  We are 

happy to partner with OATS to ensure that seniors at Amsterdam Houses are able to access technology 

and connect to a broad community online." 

  

Council Member Brewer went on to say, "I wholeheartedly thank Dr. Thomas Kamber, the Executive 

Director of OATS, who has made this project possible. OATS staff will do the teaching of the 

technology, and there isn't a better group of teachers or a better non-profit anywhere in New York City. 

Dr. Kamber also brought in the Macquarie Group, a wonderful company that built the lab and donated the 

computers. NYCHA staff renovated the room that houses the computers, and I am delighted that the new 

Tenant Member of the NYCHA Board, Victor Gonzalez, is joining us. Finally, I thank Margarita Curet, 

President of the Amsterdam Houses Resident Association, for her leadership and for signing up her 

fellow tenants. This project is a true public-private effort, and includes the very best partners, for which I 

am very grateful."   

  

  
 


