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BREWER LOOKS TO WORK WITH PRESBYTERY AND NEIGHBORHOOD AS NYC COUNCIL APPROVES LANDMARKING OF UPPER WESTSIDE CHURCH
April 20, 2010 - "Today's landmarking of the West Park Presbyterian Church is a huge victory for the West Side," said Council Member Gale A. Brewer (D-Manhattan). "After battling for years over the fate of the 116 year-old church, today we have saved a great building. But we've also preserved a spiritual and everyday landmark for our neighborhood, protecting not only architecture, but history, heritage, and quality of life."   

On January 12, 2010 The NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission's designation of the church, at West 86th Street and Amsterdam Avenue, as an official New York City landmark, "also adds another architectural treasure to the Upper West Side/Central Park West Historic District," said Brewer.

"The soaring bell tower and beautiful, shining red brownstone of West Park Presbyterian Church is a beacon to West Siders and worshipers,” she said. 

“A superb example of the Richardsonian Revival style, it has grace, bold massing and scale, and it is perfectly fitted to its site.” Added Brewer, “It epitomizes the definition of a landmark building that all New Yorkers can relate to and be proud of’."      

Council Member Brewer expressed her deep gratitude for the support of the community, preservation groups, and the members of both Commissions. "I want particularly to thank Chair Robert Tierney and Chair Amanda Burden, who showed leadership on this particular issue.” 
"There is more to do," Brewer said. "This momentous designation sets the stage for the congregation, neighbors, Community Board 7, elected officials, and preservation groups to work in concert for the church's spiritual and adaptive renewal." 
