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BREWER ATTACKS GRAFFITI ON ALL SIDES

When: Thursday, September 10, 2009 at 1pm 

Where: Council Chambers, City Hall

What: Council Committee on Public Safety Public Hearing on Intro 1042-2009, a local law to amend the administrative code of the city of New York, in relation to the abatement of graffiti on commercial and residential buildings.
New York, NY— On Thursday, September 10, 2009 the Council's Committee on Public Safety will hold a public hearing on Intro 1042-2009, introduced by Council Member Gale A. Brewer (District 6: Upper West Side and Clinton). The new legislation, an amendment to the current “Graffiti Free” bill, further enables Graffiti Free NYC to remove graffiti from buildings. Currently, in order for residential and commercial buildings to receive free graffiti removal services from Graffiti Free NYC, the building owner must submit a written request for the removal. With the Council’s legislation, instead, a building owner will submit a form to the city only if they wish to keep graffiti on their building. 

Once a building is identified for graffiti removal, the city will notify the building owner of the planned removal. The building owner will then have thirty five days to opt out of the removal and submit a form to the city requesting the graffiti remain on the building. 

"Taggers and defacers start with a big advantage: graffiti is quick and easy to get up, and time consuming and expensive to remove. And despite our best efforts year after year, I recognize that we need a new approach," said Council Member Gale A. Brewer. "Our new and better approach is a simple idea with far-reaching implications: the City would actively engage property owners in gaining authorization to quickly remove graffiti on an as-needed basis."  

Graffiti is a recurring problem that can only be addressed with constant maintenance. In June 2009, Brewer coordinated a multi-agency graffiti clean up with the Mayor’s office, EDC, USPS, and the local NYPD precincts to restore the appearance of larger surfaces—walls, storefront security gates, and entire buildings. In addition, a team of Council Member Brewer's interns from Manhattan's High School for Environmental Studies surveyed the streets of Council District 6. With the resulting data, the USPS Maintenance Department and students from MS 245 repainted over 26 mailboxes.

