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Brewer Applauds BSA Decision To Back HPD’s Objections Over Demolition of 330 West 86 Street.
New York, NY— Tuesday, July 13, 2010, the Board of Standards and Appeals (BSA) voted in support of a challenge initiated by the Department of Housing Preservation and Development HPD) in regards to the possible demolition of 330 West 86th Street, Manhattan.
The building, originally sold by HPD to residents through the Urban Development Action Area Project (UDAAP) in 1999, then re-sold to Dark Horse Development, is the focus of on going lawsuit brought by the developer against the city and the neighboring buildings. The developer, looking to be absolved from UDAAP regulations, in particular, the restriction that limits the building to 4 units, simultaneously applied for new building plans at the Department of Buildings (DOB) with the objective of tearing down the existing building and replacing it with a 17 story sliver building. DOB disapproved the plans on the grounds they did not adhere to the intention of the UDAAP but was subsequently over turned by the BSA. 
Once discovering BSA’s decision, both Council Member Gale A. Brewer (D, Manhattan), and preservation advocates went into action by writing letters to BSA and attending Community meetings. These efforts, along with HPD’s request, resulted in BSA revising their initial resolution and voting today to recognize that HPD maintains jurisdiction over the enforcement of UDAAP buildings. ““HPD must be given the time and legal purview to resolve the unique controversies that have arisen in the UDAAP program” stated Council Member Brewer in her testimony to the BSA last month. 
Brewer pleased with BSA decision, stated, “UDAAP is intended to preserve and revitalize existing buildings by remedying violations and making repairs, and is not intended to create a low-cost incentive to private developers to demolish buildings that should be landmarked” she continued, “This decision will only aid in the efforts made by the Landmarks Preservation Commission and preservation advocates to preserve the area surrounding West End Avenue as a historic district. 
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