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Councilmember Brewer voices concerns over Board of Elections budget gap

Questions cuts as the Board of Elections' Rolls out New Voting Machines 

Who: 
Council Committee on Government Operations, Committee Chair Gale Brewer and advocates.
When:
Monday, March 15 2010
What:
Government Operations Preliminary Budget Oversight Hearing
Where: 
CITY HALL, NY -. The New York City Council Committee on Government Operations held a preliminary budget hearing for fiscal year 2011, including testimony from the Board of Elections on their plan to roll out the new optical scan voting machines for the 2010 elections. The Committee heard from Board of Elections representatives about their plans on educating New Yorkers on using the new machines; how they plan to train poll workers, procure the new machines and how they plan to protect against fraud and conduct appropriate audits all under a constrained budget.
Using optical scan voting machines will make certain that New York City has the most up to date equipment at our polling sites but I am gravely concerned that the recent budget cuts to Board of Elections funding will adversely affect the ability of the Board of Elections to ensure the appropriate training to staff and volunteers at polling locations as well as the need to ensure the proper service and support for the new machines.
Attempting to replace the antiquated voting machines with new machines within a short timeframe on a restrictive budget with limited time before the beginning of the election cycle is cause for alarm. It is irresponsible to simultaneously cut the Board of Elections budget and ask them to do more. 
