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Council Government Operations Committee to Hear from Board of Elections
Committee Aims to Ascertain Readiness of the Board of Elections' Plan to Rollout New Voting Machines 
Who: 
Council Committee on Government Operations, Committee Chair Gale Brewer and advocates.
When:
Monday, March 15 2010
What:
Government Operations Preliminary Budget Oversight Hearing
Where: Steps, City Hall
CITY HALL, NY - On Monday, March 15, 2010 on the Steps of City Hall, Council Member Gale A. Brewer, Chair of the Government Operations Committee, will hold a press conference in advance of the Government Operations Preliminary Executive Budget Oversight hearing. The hearing will be held across the street at 250 Broadway, 14th Floor hearing room. 

the New York City Council Committee on Government Operations will hold a hearing regarding the Board of Elections' plan to roll out the new optical scan voting machines for the 2010 election season and whether the recent budget cuts will affect these efforts. With the millions of New Yorkers heading to the polls to vote in both federal and state-wide races this fall, we have a responsibility to make certain that the New York City Board of Elections has a sensible and feasible plan in place for the timely implementation of the new voting machines and for outreach efforts to educate voters on the use of these machines. We look forward to hearing from the Board of Elections about their plans, specifically on how they plan to educate New Yorkers on using the new machines, how they plan to train poll workers, the procurement process and timeline for the new machines, how they plan to protect against fraud and conduct appropriate audits, and how they will ensure that all New Yorkers – including the physically disabled – will have the opportunity to vote privately and independently.  

I also look forward to hearing from representatives from the City’s more than 50 Community Boards, who seem to often end up facing difficult cuts. The Community Boards provide invaluable services to their neighborhoods and serve as intermediaries between many New Yorkers and City Government. They represent real grassroots government. Community Boards are continually asked to do more with less, especially in these challenging economic times. 
If you want to attend and/or testify at this hearing, please contact Kunal Malhotra, Legislative and Budget Director, at kmalhotra@council.nyc.gov or (212) 788-6975.
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