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Brewer Helps
 Upper West Siders Recycle Electronics
On Sunday, March 21st from 10am to 3pm, Council Member Gale A. Brewer (D-Manhattan) and Per Scholas, a nonprofit dedicated to providing opportunities to low-income communities through education and technology, will partner for an electronic recycling event at Brewer’s District Office located at 563 Columbus Avenue at 87th Street, Manhattan.  Per Scholas will collective all types of electronic devices and recycle them in an environmentally friendly and socially responsible way.  Donated computer equipment will be refurbished by the Per Scholas technology training program and distributed to low-income families throughout New York City.
Pending Legislation (Intro. 104
) mandating retailers to provide recycling for customers is currently in litigation, leaving thousands of New Yorkers with even less accessibility to e-recycling programs.  Yet Council Member Gale A. Brewer and local community groups, like Upper West Side Recycling and Columbus Amsterdam BID, are currently leading the way in creating an outlet for electronics recycling, this event being the first of many to come.  
Per Scholas’s Computer Technician Training program and workforce development program offers adults of low or moderate income a unique opportunity to gain employment in the IT industry.  Since 2001, they have helped over 700 individuals receive certification and secure employment in the technology field.  Recycled computer equipment is utilized in this program, as well as refurbished and goes towards the 20,000 Children by 2012 campaign: a campaign dedicated to providing 20,000 children with New York City with computer training and a personal computer by 2012.
“When I got on the computer I was so excited because it had been a long time since I had gotten on a computer and I just couldn't take it anymore,” says Tayla K. Riley, a local student who recently received a computer through Per Scholas’s Comp2Kids program.  “This was the best thing that happened to me and I was so excited to hear the news.”
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