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Councilman Oddo to Participate in the 16th Annual Richard Gardner Jr. Memorial Toy Drive
Urges Staten Islanders to bring new, unwrapped toys to his district office by Friday, December 17


Staten Island, NY – For the 16th straight year the Richard Gardner Jr. Memorial Fund will be running its annual toy drive.  The new and unwrapped toys collected via the drive will be given to children at Staten Island University Hospital and Richmond University Medical Center.  The Richard Gardner Jr. Memorial Fund also reaches out to underprivileged day care centers, underprivileged churches, children who have lost their parents, organizations assisting families who are victims of domestic violence, and the children of sick parents.
To participate in the toy drive, Staten Islanders are asked to bring new and unwrapped toys to the office of Councilman James Oddo (R- Mid-Island) at 900 South Avenue, Suite 403, Staten Island, NY, 10314 by December 17, 2010 during normal business hours.  These gifts will be given to the Richard Gardner Jr. Memorial Fun for distribution to children on Christmas Eve.
“Unfortunately, as the economy has declined, so has the quality of Christmas for some of Staten Island’s neediest children,” said Oddo.  “While I understand the difficulty of the times, I ask those Staten Islanders who have the means to participate in this toy drive.  Despite the bad economy, Staten Islanders always come through whenever asked to help their fellow Staten Islanders. 
The Richard Gardner Jr. Memorial Fund is a Staten Island based 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has been in operation since 1995.  After Officer Gardner passed away, his family began collecting toys in his name for sick and underprivileged children throughout Staten Island and Manhattan.  Over the years, they’ve donated thousands of toys and will continue to keep these children smiling. 
Richard Gardner Jr. was born on June 7, 1971. He started his elementary education at the Academy of St. Dorothy, the school that both his sister and father attended as well. Richard went on to complete his high school education at St. Peters High School. He attended St. Johns University where he graduated with a Bachelor’s degree in criminal justice. His last two years of college were also spent as an NYPD Cadet. Richard completed the NYPD Academy in March of 1994 and he then went on to work in the Youth Division of the 123 Precinct.  He worked in the Youth Division because he loved helping children in need.  He tragically passed away in 1995.
For more information about the toy drive, please see: http://www.rgtoydrive.org/.  
