
 

 

 

 

APRIL COMMUNITY BULLETIN 
 

MTS Delayed Until At Least 2018 
 

Who says you can’t fight City hall?  All of our efforts – grassroots and legal – have paid off:  the 

91st Street Marine Transfer Station won’t come online until 2018 – or possibly even later.  

That’s according to testimony and planning documents provided by the Department of Sanitation 

at a City Council budget hearing last month. 

 

As I have said many times, I support the broad goals of the City’s Solid Waste Management 

Plan.  But I always opposed this facility and the general plan for Manhattan. It’s neither sound 

nor feasible.  Opening a garbage dump on East 91st Street would wreak havoc on a residential 

community and would severely damage Asphalt Green – a park that sees 675,000 visits a year.  

That’s why I will continue to oppose this aspect of the Mayor’s plan and will keep you posted on 

our progress. 

 

Saving Our Senior Centers 
 

Great news!  The Governor and State Legislature heard our calls and fully restored Title XX 

funding for senior centers in the state budget.  In doing so, they averted the disastrous cut that 

would have led to the permanent closure of 105 senior centers in New York City – including the 

Lenox Hill Senior Center here in our neighborhood. 

 

Thank you to Assembly Members Micah Kellner and Jonathan Bing and to State Senator Liz 

Krueger for fighting so hard to restore this cut.  And thank you to Governor Cuomo for accepting 

this critical restoration.   

 

Bravo to the thousands of seniors who worked together and fought this battle so successfully.  

Thanks to your advocacy, these centers will be able to stay open and continue to serve older New 

Yorkers. 

 

Now, we can turn our attention to the city budget and saving as many social services programs as 

we can before the June 30
th

 deadline. 



Exciting Times at John Jay Park 
 

As the weather starts to get warmer, there are some exciting events coming up at John Jay Park 

for both the young and the young at heart. 

 

Local families will be pleased to learn that the newly-renovated playground is set to open this 

May.  I’m glad that the Park Department was able to expedite the project in time for spring 

because I know that families are eager to spend time at the new playground. 

 

For older New Yorkers, the Parks Department will be holding senior fitness and yoga classes in 

the park Monday – Thursday, starting April 25 and continuing until June 17.  These programs 

were a big hit last year.  Here’s the class schedule: 

 

Body Fitness: 

Monday and Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

Yoga: 

Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

 

For more information, please call (212) 408-0275.  

 

Greening Our Neighborhood 
 

For those interested in making our neighborhood a little greener, Upper Green Side will be 

holding a combined E-waste/Paper Shredding/Recycling event at the 82nd Street Greenmarket 

on April 30th from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and at the 92nd Street Greenmarket on June 26
th

 from 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

  

They will be collecting clothes/fabric/shoes and eye glasses, as well as the usual #5 plastic, 

corks, printer cartridges, Britta filters, batteries, and anything else that can be recycled within 

city limits.  Not sure if what you have is recyclable?  Check http://uppergreenside.org or e-mail 

uppergreenside@gmail.com for a complete list and updates.  

 

Also, be sure to mark your calendar for It’s My Park Day on Saturday, May 21
st
.  Volunteers 

from around the neighborhood will be working that day to care for and improve the East River 

Esplanade.  It’s a great event every year and I hope we’ll have a great turnout.  I’ll include more 

information about that in my next bulletin.  

 

 

Local Students Placed on Kindergarten Waitlists Again 
 

For the third year in a row, local elementary schools are holding lotteries for kindergarten spots.  

This is especially frustrating because two new schools have opened on the Upper East Side in the 

last two years and the school zone lines have been redrawn.  The continued presence of waitlists 

is upsetting for parents, confusing for children, and completely unacceptable. 



 

If your child is on the waitlist for their neighborhood school, it is important to know that your 

child will have a school seat next fall, though it may not be in the school for which you are 

zoned.  We know from previous years that many, if not most, children will get into their zoned 

school.  However, for those who do not, the DOE will be offering alternative placements at other 

schools in our neighborhood. 

 

In the meantime, I will be pushing the DOE to ensure that they are doing everything they can to 

meet the needs of the parents and children in this community.  If you are on a wait list or know 

someone who is, please contact my office to get further information and the latest updates. 

 

Free and Low-Cost Cultural Offerings for Seniors 
 

Last summer, hundreds of seniors from around the city came to my fair to learn about free and 

low-cost cultural options for seniors.  This year, we’re doing it again. 

 

What:  Hear from citywide cultural and arts groups – theaters, museums, and 

more – about free or low-cost tickets and offerings for seniors. 

 

Where:  American Museum of Natural History, 81
st
 Street between Central Park 

West and Columbus Avenue 

 

When:  Tuesday, July 19th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.  

 

Light refreshments will be served and there will be also be door prizes. You must RSVP to 

attend: 212-980-1808 or lappin@council.nyc.gov 

 

In the meantime, seniors interested in fine arts opportunities can learn about the programs 

offered by the Kaufman Center by clicking here.  
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