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Councilman Vann Leads Council in Examining Program for Disconnected Youth

NEW YORK, NY- The New York City Council’s Committee on Community Development, chaired by Council Member Al Vann, held an oversight hearing today on the New York City Center for Economic Opportunity’s (CEO) Young Adult Internship Program (YAIP). 

The Young Adult Internship Program, launched in November 2007 to offer disconnected young adults an opportunity to develop essential skills for today’s workforce, is one of three CEO initiatives overseen by the New York City Department of Youth and Community Development (DYCD). The program is modeled after DYCD’s Summer Youth Employment Program and Out-of-School Youth program, providing young adults with a combination of educational workshops, counseling, and short-term paid internships. It is meant to address the 165,000 (1 out of every 5) young people ages 16-24 in NYC who are not in school, not working and not looking for work, as national research shows that early work experience during the teenage years leads to positive labor market outcomes.

The Committee heard directly from CEO and DYCD staff about the successes of the program in generating positive outcomes for the majority of participating disconnected young adults, with positive outcomes defined as placing the young adults in employment, education, advanced training or the military within the months following the internship. However, some Council Members voiced concerns about the limitations of these positive outcomes. Council Member Melissa Mark-Viverito raised her objections to offering military service as a viable option for disconnected young adults, and Council Member Diana Reyna expressed disappointment that there was no effort to push participants to take civil service exams. 

Council Member Vann encouraged the Center for Economic Opportunity to adopt a more holistic approach in serving these disconnected young adults by addressing their additional problems and those of their families. In addition, Lazar Treschan of the Community Service Society called for services to address the population of disconnected young adults unable to qualify for the YAIP, and also urged the City to use at least 25 percent of the youth employment funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (stimulus package) for programs aimed at disconnected youth.

The committee also heard from a number of alumni of the program whom expressed their gratitude for the program’s ability to positively affect the trajectory of their lives. Councilman Vann expressed the sentiment from hearing of such encouraging outcomes, “It’s great to see such positivity from this program...We want to find out in what ways we can improve or build upon this success.” 
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