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Council Members Vann and De Blasio Chair Hearing to Examine Mayor's Progress on Poverty
 
City Hall – Today, Council Member Albert Vann, Chair of the Committee on Community Development, and Council Member Bill de Blasio, Chair of the General Welfare Committee, held a joint committee hearing to examine the Mayor's efforts to address poverty in New York City, and specifically the progress made by the Center for Economic Opportunity (CEO).  CEO is responsible for implementing many of the recommendations made by the Commission on Economic Opportunity, a working group of business and non-profit leaders that the Mayor empowered to address poverty in New York City.  CEO's programs aim to reduce poverty among the City's working poor, young adults, and young children, which together comprise approximately 700,000 individuals.

 

"Today's hearing gave us a better understanding of just how effective the Center on Economic Opportunity has been in moving folks out of poverty.  Although there has been some success, it is clear that there is still much work to do. We look forward to working with the administration to fight poverty, and will continue to push them to be more aggressive in their approach and commitment to eradicating poverty among young children, young adults and the working poor," said Councilmember Al Vann, Chair of the Committee on Community Development.

 

This summer, Mayor Bloomberg announced that CEO had developed a new measure for determining the City's poverty rate.  This measure found the City's poverty rate to be 23%, compared with the federal estimate of 18.9%.  The 23% poverty rate estimate, however, means that there are 1,840,000 New Yorkers living in poverty, a number over two times greater than the 700,000 individuals served by CEO's programs.

 

"The Mayor has determined that there is more poverty than we initially thought, but what does he plan to do about it?  We need real answers, not more boutique solutions that serve only a few thousand people.  We must think big, we must provide widespread solutions to poverty that will help all New Yorkers in need," said Councilmember Bill de Blasio, Chair of the General Welfare Committee.

 

At today's hearing, the administration only provided concrete results on two of its thirty-one programs and policies.  According to the administration, the Child Care Tax Credit has served over 50,000 households and distributed over $32 million.  Under the Department of Consumer Affairs, the Office of Financial Empowerment has 20,000 new households receiving over $13.6 million through the Earned Income Tax Credit, and has brought a Financial Empowerment Center to the Melrose neighborhood of the Bronx, with plans to bring more centers to other neighborhoods.  

 

The administration also stated that it intends to reinvest in the Sector Focused Career Center, implemented by the Workforce 1 NYC Transportation Center in Jamaica Queens, as it has been successful, and as these types of jobs are much needed in today's gloomy economic times.  Its written testimony, however, did not include concrete statistics on the results of this program.
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