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STATEMENT BY COUNCIL MEMBER AL VANN

Re: “Jail Playground” at Tompkins Houses
“When I was made aware of this on Tuesday, I was outraged and have been trying to get to the bottom of why NYCHA would purchase this jail playground and even consider putting it in any development,” said Council Member Al Vann. "The public policies and inequities that Black and Latino communities face, such as de facto school segregation, concentrated poverty and racial disparities in law enforcement, all feed the school-to-prison pipeline, which is well exposed. Many of the young people in our communities have also already been socialized to believe that there is some glory gained from incarceration. The school-to-prison pipeline is one of the many issues plaguing our community, which we struggle to fight back against. We do not need the additional task of defeating a new enemy in the playground-to-prison pipeline. However, we will remain vigilant in protecting our children and ensuring they do not become a product in this nation’s prison industrial complex.

While I have been informed that the jail playground has been painted over, this is not something that can simply be painted over and forgotten. NYCHA can begin to do the right thing by replacing this piece of equipment and apologizing to the residents of Tompkins Houses. Additionally, NYCHA has historically made it very difficult for tenant associations to access tenant organizing money that is rightfully theirs and for the benefit of residents. I call on NYCHA to work more effectively with tenant associations to release this money and establish community centers where they are needed. I look forward to working with NYCHA Chairman John Rhea and the chair of the Council's Public Housing Committee, Rosie Mendez, to ensure NYCHA residents receive the respect, programs and services they deserve.”
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