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Council Member Al Vann and Central Brooklyn Community
Celebrate New York State’s Harriet Tubman Day
Vann highlights the importance of the 2010 Census in strengthening Central Brooklyn
Brooklyn, NY – Today, Brooklyn Council Member Al Vann was joined by several elected officials, students from the various schools within the 36th Council District, and members of the Central Brooklyn community at his seventh annual Harriet Tubman Day Celebration at Boys & Girls High School in Bedford-Stuyvesant. Together, with Harriet Tubman’s great-grand nieces serving as honorary guests, they paid tribute to the life and legacy of Harriet Tubman, who is known to have freed hundreds of slaves on the Underground Railroad. 
“It is very important that we recognize the courage and lives of our committed ancestors, and Harriet Tubman is one of those,” stated Councilman Vann. “Her ability to confront danger and not be afraid is inspiring. We cannot be Harriet Tubman, but we need to emulate some of her traits in our everyday lives. Speaking to the hundreds of school children, Councilman Vann urged, “You have to be the most important agent of change that you can be, for your family, your community and your people, and you can start by getting an education, which will help train you to think critically.”
“It is always a pleasure to be here in Bedford-Stuyvesant to celebrate the life of Harriet Tubman as Councilman Vann has done for the last several years, since he helped rename Fulton Street after the great woman we commemorate this morning,” stated Comptroller John Liu. 
Council Member Letitia James, who also addressed the many school children present, stated: “It’s young people like you who hold the key to the future of this country, city and borough. It is up to each and every one of you to carry on the legacy of this great heroine. Hold your head up high and let everyone know that you are descendants of greatness.”

In the spirit of Harriet Tubman, Dionne Mack-Harvin, executive director and veteran of the Brooklyn Public Library, delivered the keynote address. “I am honored to be the keynote speaker and thus mentioned in the same breath as great women, like Susan Taylor and Adelaide Sanford, whom served as the keynote speakers in previous years,” stated Ms. Mack-Harvin. “I urge all of you to do something everyday that makes a difference in your community.”
While celebrating the heroic work of Harriet Tubman, Councilman Vann also focused on the 2010 Census as a vehicle to empower Central Brooklyn. “I want all of you to go home to your parents today and remind them of how important it is for them to return their census form after they receive it in the mail, in order to support programs and services for you and the rest of your family,” Councilman Vann requested of the students in the audience. “It is crucial to the strength of our community that we improve our response rate on this 2010 Census.” Borough President Marty Markowitz expressed the importance of the census another way: “I want to make sure everyone that is breathing in Brooklyn is counted.” Bedford-Stuyvesant and Central Brooklyn had one of the worst undercounts in the country for the 2000 Census. 
In 2003, Governor George Pataki signed legislation by Assemblyman Arthur Eve and State Senator Michael Nozzolio establishing March 10 as Harriet Tubman Day. On March 10, 2005, Councilman Vann hosted an outdoor ceremony attended by hundreds in Bedford-Stuyvesant on Fulton Street to co-name the main Brooklyn thoroughfare after the late heroine.
