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COUNCILMAN AL VANN LEADS BROOKLYN CELEBRATION OF
NEW YORK STATE’S 6th HARRIET TUBMAN DAY

Brooklyn, NY - On Tuesday, March 10th, Councilman Al Vann brought together the communities of the 36th Council District to celebrate New York State’s 6th Harriet Tubman Day. The annual event filled the Boys and Girls High School auditorium with elected officials, hundreds of school children, community leaders, and individual residents of the district in honoring the life, spirit and work of Harriet Tubman. Similar to the past several years, the community was again privileged to host two of Harriet Tubman’s great-grand nieces as part of the celebration. The descendants of Harriet Tubman, Pauline Copes Johnson and Geraldine Copes Daniels, encouraged students to focus on their education and spoke of their “Aunt Harriet’s” determination in returning nineteen times to free slaves from the South. New York City Comptroller William C. Thompson, Jr. returned to the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood, in which he was raised, to serve as the Guest Speaker, and gave inspirational encouragement to the many young people in attendance. 

As part of the celebration, Councilman Vann honored two outstanding women for their accomplishments, contributions, and service. Ruth Lovelace, the coach of the Boys Varsity Basketball Team at Boys and Girls High School, was honored for her role as an educator and mentor. Coach Lovelace has been featured in a three part segment by NBC Sports and was also the subject of a CBS Final Four documentary viewed by 11 million people. However, in her remarks, she spoke about providing “guidance to the young men she coaches, not for the recognition, but from the bottom of her heart,” like Harriet Tubman selflessly did. She also noted the elementary school in attendance from which she graduated, offering students a true-to-life example that they could achieve whatever they put their minds to. 

Susan L. Taylor, Editor–in–Chief Emeritus of Essence Magazine and Founder of the National Cares Mentoring Movement, challenged young people to “strive to work for something bigger than themselves, rather than material things.” She also presented a video on her National Cares Mentoring Movement (www.caresmentoring.com), which provides a network for adults to serve as mentors for young people as a way to combat the many social issues troubling Black youth throughout the country. She also challenged the adults in the community to take responsibility for young people by offering their encouragement and mentorship.

The audience of the celebration was also entertained by exceptional performances from the Brooklyn Steppers, who recently performed at the historic Presidential Inauguration of Barack Obama; the Boys and Girls High School Jazz Band Ensemble; and the Vanguard Youth Council Dance Ensemble. Also attending and addressing the crowd were Council Members Letitia James and John Liu.

Harriet Tubman Day was established by law in 2003 as a New York State holiday to be held on March 10th, the anniversary of Harriet Tubman’s death in 1913. The bill establishing the holiday was co-sponsored by Assemblyman Arthur Eve and State Senator Michael Nozzolio, with 42 members of the New York State Legislature signing on. The bill was signed into law on August 27, 2003 by then Governor George E. Pataki. 
###
