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Council Members Investigate Census 2010 Efforts in New York City

Brooklyn still lagging in response rate; Vann and Brewer encourage Census Bureau
 to publicly announce that census forms will be accepted through the end of April
City Hall – The Committee on Community Development, chaired by Council Member Al Vann, held an oversight hearing with the Committee on Governmental Operations, chaired by Council Member Gale Brewer and the Committee on Civil Rights, chaired by Council Member Debi Rose, on Census 2010 and New York City’s effort to ensure the most accurate population count. 

Census Bureau Regional Director Lester Farthing and NYC Census Coordinator Stacey Cumberbatch testified that even with their offices’ efforts, New York City’s mail-return rate was just about equal to where the city ended for the 2000 census and that response rates in several neighborhoods were significantly low.

Council Members Vann and Brewer, who last week called on the Census Bureau to extend its April 15 deadline and introduced an accompanying resolution, again pressed census officials to extend its deadline for residents to return their forms. Lester Farthing stated that the Census Bureau would accept mail-in forms throughout the month of April.
Only 58 percent of households in New York City have returned their census form to date, while the national average is 69 percent. Moreover, there are several neighborhoods throughout the city with response rates at or below 40 percent. New York City has a uniquely hard-to-count population because of its large immigrant population, diversity in housing and areas of concentrated poverty. Among the city’s five boroughs, Brooklyn is performing the worst with a response rate of only 51 percent.
Both census officials and council members will urge New Yorkers to continue returning their forms until the end of the month. They also agree that there is a deeper problem in getting hard-to-count communities to respond to the census. 

“With all of the advances in technology and access to information, we still cannot accurately count our population,” said Majority Whip Al Vann. “There are segments of our communities that do not believe being counted by the census will benefit them in their day-to-day lives, so we are facing deeper problems that cause apathetic behavior. It has become clear that we must do something else in order to get those not responding to the census to be counted.” 

New York City continues to lose out on millions of dollars from the federal government for key services because of a poor mail response rate and inaccurate population count. New York State has also lost congressional seats in the past from New York’s inaccurate count during the census, and stands to lose one or more seats as a result of Census 2010. It has been estimated that the loss of a congressional seat causes the loss of $1 billion over ten years.

City residents who have not returned their census form will receive a visit from a census canvasser. The start of door-to-door enumeration begins on May 1.
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