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Council Members Vann and Brewer Call for Extension of Census Deadline
Vann and Brewer urge New Yorkers to help the city by returning their census forms
City Hall – Council Members Al Vann (D-Brooklyn) and Gale Brewer (D-Manhattan) were joined today by local civil rights and social advocacy organizations at a press conference on the steps of City Hall to unveil a letter sent to Census Bureau Director Robert Groves calling for the U.S. Census Bureau to extend its April 15 deadline by 30 days to allow New Yorkers to return their census forms. 
Throughout New York City, there have been several reports of computer errors causing households to receive multiple forms, receive a form late or receive no form at all. The council members and organizations also focused on the need for city residents to complete and return their census forms immediately.

“Today, while we request the Census Bureau to extend its deadline, we also urge New Yorkers to return their census forms,” said Council Member Al Vann. “In light of the severe economic downturn, and cuts New Yorkers are facing in education, transportation and youth services, it is imperative for the health of our city that residents return their forms. From the Brooklyn delivery person to the construction worker in Chicago, the pain felt from receiving inadequate resources in New York City will be felt throughout the country. Considering New York’s role in driving the national economy, neither our city nor our country can afford for New York City to once again be short-changed in the funding it receives from D.C. It is also critical for us here in New York City to break this cycle of apathy that has caused our city and communities to be undercounted and underrepresented.”

“Participation in the Census is the City’s lifeline to essential resources for our neighborhoods and communities,” said Council Member Gale Brewer. “Two days away from the federal deadline, each borough is still underreporting from its 2000 final participation rate and the City is well below the national average in this year’s count. Hundreds of my constituents – entire buildings – received their forms after the April 1 deadline this year, and we have also been contacted by residential hotel tenants and Spanish speaking households in NYCHA buildings who need appropriate language assistance and increased outreach. New Yorkers want to be counted, and an extension of the deadline coupled with the Census offices remaining open would ensure them this opportunity. Needless to say, New York loses millions of federal dollars if we are not all counted.”
According to the U.S. Census Bureau:

· Only 52.8% of households in New York City have returned their census forms
· The Census 2010 national participation rate is 66% 

· Other large cities such as Chicago and Los Angeles are performing demonstrably higher than New York City with an average return rate of 63% 
· New York City is considered hard-to-count because of its large immigrant population, diversity in housing and areas of concentrated poverty.
“The Asian American Federation believes that mailed-back forms are the safest and most accurate way to collect Census information for the Asian community,” said Cao O, Executive Director of the Asian American Federation. “An extension of the deadline will allow us to get forms into the hands of everyone in our community.”
Council Members Vann and Brewer noted that the results of Census 2010 will also determine the number of seats each state receives in the U.S. House of Representatives starting with the 2012 elections. New York City’s 2010 Census return rate is worse than it was ten years ago for the 2000 Census, when census forms were returned at a rate of 58.2 percent.
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