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Bedford-Stuyvesant Street Co-named Bertram L. Baker Way

Named after first black state legislator from Brooklyn

City Hall – Yesterday, the City Council voted to co-name Jefferson Avenue, between Tompkins and Throop avenues, after the late Hon. Bertram L. Baker, who represented Bedford-Stuyvesant in the New York State Assembly for 22 years. He was the first black elected official from Brooklyn. 

“Bertram Baker pioneered the way for black Brooklyn elected officials, such as myself,” said Council Member Al Vann. “I followed in his footsteps when I represented the offshoot of his district during my years in the New York State Assembly. The co-naming of his former block in his honor is well deserved. Bedford-Stuyvesant should be proud and hopefully all of our children will know the name of Bertram Baker and why Jefferson Avenue bears his name.”

The City Council voted on the measure as part of its omnibus street co-naming bill with 66 other streets around New York City. The Bedford-Stuyvesant co-naming was forwarded to Council Member Vann after Community Board 3 approved it last April. The proposal had been submitted to the community board by the Jefferson Avenue TNT Block Association, which represents Bertram Baker’s former block.

“On behalf of the block association, we are glad that the late assemblyman is being honored,” said Altovise Fleary, President of the Jefferson Avenue TNT Block Association. “It is a long-time coming and we are grateful that our wish to honor Assemblyman Baker will finally be realized.”

Bertram L. Baker was born on Nevis in the British West Indies in 1898. He came to the U.S. in 1915 at the age of 17 and after working as a book-keeper, he ascended to head of the accounting division of Cox & Nostrand, a Brooklyn chandelier manufacturer. Later, he went into private practice as a public accountant and would eventually be appointed U.S. Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue, designated to the income-tax division in Brooklyn. Mr. Baker rose through the ranks of the Brooklyn Democratic Party in the 1930’s and 1940’s and was elected to the New York State Assembly in 1948. In the Assembly, he ascended to the position of Majority Whip, co-sponsored the state’s fair-housing law and was a trailblazer in pushing for legislation against discrimination. 

“I’m so pleased that my grandfather is being honored by the community he lived in and represented,” said Ron Howell, grandson of Bertram Baker. “Around Brooklyn and New York City, people aren’t as aware of history as they should be and hopefully this will help to change that in Bedford-Stuyvesant. This is such a meaningful honor to our family and his spirit because he lived in a brownstone on the block, where his daughter – my mother – Marian Baker Howell still lives. We appreciate the efforts of the block association, the community board and the councilman in bestowing this honor upon him.”
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