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PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING

Council Member Weprin is inviting the
community to participate in a unique experiment
in public participation in the City budget. This
year, he is allocating one million dollars in capital
funds for the community to decide how to spend
based on local priority needs. The people of

the 23rd City Council District in Eastern Queens
are meeting, discussing neighborhood needs,
proposing projects, and will ultimately vote on
how a portion of their tax dollars are spent.
Local projects will be on a ballot, and the highest
vote getters will be funded with up to one million
dollars in capital funds.

All of this is happening because Mark Weprin is one of eight City Council Members, including three in
Queens, who have joined a pilot program called Participatory Budgeting (PB), which is opening the
budgeting process to public engagement. In September and October, there were several Neighborhood
Assemblies at which participants learned about the City budget, discussed local needs, and
brainstormed project ideas. Those who were interested in taking an active role in PB volunteered to be
Budget Delegates. Delegates went through an orientation and are meeting until February to transform
the community's initial project ideas into full proposals. From February to March, the delegates will
participate in a series of project presentations, at which they will share detailed proposals with the
community and receive feedback. By April, eligible projects will be on a ballot and district residents
will vote on the projects they want to see funded. The projects that receive the most votes will be in the
budget that the City Council passes in June with an allocation of up to one million dollars.

Last year, funded projects in other areas of the city included technology upgrades for schools,
delivery vans for Meals on Wheels, improvements to a local playground, and the renovation of a
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Council Member Mark Weprin joins Assemblymember William Scarborough, Council Member
Ruben Wills, Council Member Leroy Comrie, Community Board 12Q District Manager Yvonne
Reddick, and local residents in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.

Council Member Mark Weprin called on the New
York City Council to hold hearings to assess the
response of the City and utility companies following
Hurricane Sandy, and Council Speaker Christine
C. Quinn has indicated that such hearings will
take place. Residents, including seniors, lived
without electricity and heat as temperatures
dropped dangerously low; large trees that fell into
homes were not considered a priority; and gas
station lines were often hours long. There was

no indication as to when things would go back

to normal and without such estimates, residents
could not properly arrange alternative housing
with friends or relatives. Many City residents were,
understandably, extremely frustrated.

“Our community was very patient, but we were
kept in the dark too long and we want answers,”
said Council Member Mark Weprin. “In order to
deal with situations like Sandy, there is a need to
assess what went right, what went wrong, and
whom we should hold accountable.”

FUNDING FOR AUTISM SERVICES

Council Member Mark
Weprin was the lead
proponent of a $1.31
million allocation that the
City Council restored in
the budget for Fiscal Year
2013 to re-establish the
New York City Council’s
Autism Initiative. The
Autism Initiative provides
social and recreational

services for children on Council Member Mark Weprin leads rally in support of funding for

the autism spectrum, autism services.
as well as educational and training services
to their families. The result is that children

but also childcare services that allow
parents to hold jobs, knowing that their
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public library. PB will give community members a say. If you want to participate, feel free to
contact my office at (718) 468-0137 or at MWeprin@Council.NYC.gov.

can live fuller and more productive lives. The children are safe and receiving appropriate,
initiative funds not only direct programming, compassionate care.

Oakland Gardens, NY 11364
Phone: (718) 468-0137
mweprin@council.nyc.gov

73-03 Bell Boulevard



SUPPORTING LOCAL
SUMMER CAMP

SPEAKING OUT AGAINST VIOLENCE

Council Member Mark Weprin,

Council Member Daniel Dromm, and
Queens civic leaders called for better
enforcement and higher fines for illegal
signs in City neighborhoods. Legislation
introduced by Council Member Weprin
would triple the current fines for illegally

p_osting signs on pub!ic property. I!Iegal ’o
signs can be distracting for motorists, =0 = (516)

causing safety concerns. They deface 9490
public property and ultimately strain
resources when it is time for the City
to clean up. Increasing fines would

demonstrate the seriousness of the _ \ " Lo
effort to discourage criminal acts and '
make enforcement a priority of the City '
Department of Sanitation. o _ ‘ y l
Civic leaders Michael Augugliaro, Michael z : .
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O’Keeffe, and Fred Kress join Council
Members Daniel P. Dromm and Mark Community Board 11Q Chair Jerry lannece, State Senator Shirley Huntley, Council Member Ruben
Weprin to highlight the proliferation of | | Wills, Assemblymember David I. Weprin, Council Member Mark Weprin, and Comptroller John C. Liu
illegal signage in Queens. o - e : e - condemn acts of violence following a horrific attack in a Sikh temple.

In response to the act of domestic terrorism at a Wisconsin gurdwara that resulted in the loss of sev-
en lives and left three wounded, Council Member Mark Weprin expressed solidary with the families of
the victims, as well as with the members of the gurdwara and the greater Sikh community. He joined
INTERSCHOOLS local civic leaders at Gurdwara Sant Sagar in Bellerose to condemn the senseless violence. Since
ORCHESTRA COMES 911, Sikhs nationwide have at times been subject to intolerance, discrimination and unconscionable
TO QUEENS acts of violence. As a longtime champion of religious freedom, Mr. Weprin has spoken up in support
of respect for religious diversity and has voted for hate crimes legislation.

Students and counselors at the SASF summer
program welcome Council Member Mark Weprin.

NEW PLAYGROUND

Council Member Mark Weprin presented
citations to students at the closing ceremony
of the City Council Sports and Arts in Schools
Foundation (SASF) program at P.S. 46Q in
Oakland Gardens. The SASF program is a free
summer camp, funded by the New York City

Council Member Mark Weprin par-
ticipated in the ribbon cutting for
the new playground at Public School
460, in Oakland Gardens. PS. 46Q,
the Alley Pond School, unveiled

Council

C . . - . the new playground on a sunny Member PARKS DEPARTMENT ADOPTS MARK WEPRIN’S IDEA
ouncil, that provides engaging instruction, September dav. st in time for the Mark
including sports, arts, and educational P v . )- ar - TO PREVENT WASTING WATER
_ _ new school year. Council Member Weprin is
field trips. Mark Wepri dthe funds f o
Mark Weprin joins parents, teachers, and Principal ark yyeprin secure € 1unds tor brmgmg The . . . . .
Marsha Goldberg at the new P.S. 46Q playground. the new playground. S InterSchool Two years ago, Council Member Mark Weprin announced legislation that would stop public
— Orchestras of New playground sprinklers from running all day long. Now, the New York City Department of
BUS SERVICE RETURNS TO LITTLE NECK PARKWAY York (1S0) to Queens. 1S0 is a program Parks and recreation has adopted Council Member Weprin's innovative initiative and has
that brings together elementary school begun retrofitting sprinklers with timers and activation buttons.
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) is restoring bus service Weprin and local civic leaders shared Mr. Flax's proposal with the MTA, but students to perform in an orchestra . . .
on Little Neck Parkway along the former Q79 route. Council Member the agency lacked the funding necessary to implement it. Then, when the at a high level. The new Eastern The. sprinklers in City parks currently Spray continuously from abgut 9_AM to7PM
Weprin had fought hard to save the Q79 and continued to advocate for MTA announced early in 2012 that funding was available to restore service, Queens ISO orchestra is funded by a during the summer; some stay on all night as'weII. When no one 'S USINg them, they .
its restoration after the service was cut. Council Member Weprin immediately contacted the MTA to ask that the $10,000 grant secured by Council waste a tremendous amount of water. Council Member Mark Weprin's bill would require
restorations include service for Little Neck Parkway. MTA Chair Joseph Member Weprin and will be conducted the Parks Department to install a mechanism by which public sprinklers could be turned
When he heard about the J. Lhota responded that the agency will indeed bring back weekday bus by Joseph Seifers, a music teacher on, run for a set period of time, and then automatically shut off, thereby preventing the
elimination of the Q79 in June of service to the former Q79 route, starting in January 2013. For people who at Public School 203Q in Oakland wasted flow of water. In addition to retrofitting existing sprinklers, the Parks Department
2010, Bellerose resident Henry live or work in Little Neck, Bellerose, Glen Oaks, Floral Park, or New Hyde Gardens, Queens. The group will would have to use an automatic shutoff system in all new sprinklers. The Parks
Flax contacted Council Member Park, the Q79 was the only north-south public transportation available and rehearse, at Public School ].].5Q in Department has now followed Council Member Weprin’s lead and is in the
Weprin with the idea for the MTA its elimination posed a tremendous hardship. Floral Park, Queens process of installing timers and activation buttons on all sprinklers for a
tNOepcrI?\Ig’I:rek\?/Z; E?/rz;ctzr?(;]irfgltife In addition, the newly available funding will allow Eastern Queens to | | total projected savings of about one billion gallons of water each year. )
Q36 from Jamaica Avenue to benefit from overnight service on the Q27, weekend service on the Q76, More information is at: The City plans to install the timers in phases, with twenty-four completed
Little Neck. Council Member and service to Queensborough Community College on the Q30. http://www.isorch.org. by next summer and four hundred ready by 2017




