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CounCil MeMber WePrin 
FiGHTS For eASTern 

QueenS in CiTY buDGeT

MArK WePrin WorKS To KeeP 
our librArieS oPen

T
his year is a difficult one 
for all levels of government.  
Revenues are down and there 
are proposals to cut spending 
in every area.  At the same 
time, Council Member Mark 
S. Weprin knows that with 

the recent economic downturn, families face 
their own challenges and cannot afford to 
lose the vital municipal services on which 
they rely.  In particular, Council Member 
Weprin has spoken out against proposed 
cuts to schools, senior centers, and libraries, 
all of which serve working families every 
day.  Mark Weprin will continue to fight for 
a budget that holds the line on spending but 
does not exacerbate the difficulties that so 
many New Yorkers already face.

The proposal to cut back on library hours drew criticism from 
Council Member Mark S. Weprin, Assemblymember David I. Weprin, 
and local community activists.  Council Member Weprin noted that 
Queens Library has record-breaking circulation numbers and that 
local libraries fill a tremendous need in the community, serving 
school children, seniors, and job seekers in particular.  The libraries 
provide free internet access at a time when connectivity is vital.
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Please feel free to contact the district office about any 
issue of concern.  Council Member Weprin and his staff 
are available to help.

Council Member Mark Weprin announced that 
Queens Library will open a brand new, eighteen 
thousand square feet, state-of-the-art facility at 
256-04 union Turnpike in Glen oaks.  The new 
library will feature three levels and will be fully 
handicapped accessible.  It will include expanded 
areas for adults, teens, and children; more 
computers; fast self-check-in and self-check-out 
kiosks; and two large meeting rooms.  While the 
new facility is under construction, there will be 
library service in temporary space across the street 
at 255-01 union Turnpike.  The new building will 
open in 2011. 

The New York City Council selected Council Member 
Mark S. Weprin as Chair of the Zoning and Franchises 
Committee.  Council Member Weprin also serves on 
the Committees on Land Use, Education, Technology 
in Government, Oversight and Investigations, and 
Economic Development.  

The Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises is under 
the Land Use Committee, which has oversight of the 
City Planning Commission, the Department of City 
Planning, the Department of Information Technology 
and Telecommunications, and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission.  The Committee also 
conducts land use and landmarks review.  Under 
the 1990 Charter revision, the Council acquired the 
power to review land use issues and approve zoning 
changes, housing and urban renewal plans, community 
development plans, and the disposition of city-owned 
property.  This power gives the Council a significant 
voice in the growth and development of the city, and 
the Subcommittee on Zoning and Franchises is at the 
heart of the Council’s authority.
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council Member Mark S. Weprin 
spoke out strongly against the possible 
closing of as many as 110 Senior 
Centers in New York City as a result of 
the proposed state budget.  There is 
no doubt that New York State is facing 
a fiscal crisis, the likes of which we 
have not seen in decades.  As a result, 
Governor David A. Paterson proposed a 
budget that included drastic spending 
cuts.  Having served as member of 
the New York State Assembly for over 
fifteen years, Mark Weprin understands 
the need for the state to pass a 
balanced budget.  At the same time, 
he knows that there are some services 
that we simply cannot afford to lose 

and must find a way to pay for.  Senior 
centers fall squarely in that category.

Governor Paterson proposed to cut 
over twenty-five million dollars in Title 
XX funding.  That reduction would 
lead to the closing of 80 to 110 Senior 
Centers in New York City.  These 
centers are lifelines for thousands 
of New Yorkers.  Social workers in 
senior centers help seniors to access 
Medicaid, Medicare, food stamps, and 
other critical benefits.  Senior centers’ 
programming creates social interaction 
that helps keep seniors mentally 
healthy.  Senior centers provide 
influenza vaccines, blood pressure 

screenings, and hearing tests.  They 
serve over five thousand meals per 
day, sometimes to seniors who would 
otherwise go hungry.  Commissioner 
Lilliam Barrios-Paoli of the New York 
City Department for the Aging has 
stated that about ninety percent of 
people who visit senior centers are 
poor.  The proposed cut would literally 
hit the most vulnerable New Yorkers 
at a time when so many are already 
struggling because of the recession.  
Council Member Mark Weprin, who 
believes that closing senior centers 
is an abominable way to balance the 
state budget, is fighting to save our 
senior centers.

council Member Mark S. Weprin has taken a lead role in urging the people of Eastern Queens to submit 
the census form in a timely manner in order to maximize participation.  In order to target hard-to-reach 
communities, he has worked with community-based groups that have access to people who are traditionally 
undercounted.  The census results determine elected representation in government as well as funding levels 
for many programs.  Council Member Weprin urges anyone who has not yet filled out and mailed in the census 
form to do so right away.  For more information, visit http://www.census.gov/ or call (212) 584-3400.

FiGHTinG For our SeniorS

WePrin ProMoTeS CenSuS PArTiCiPATion in QueenS

Council Member Mark S. Weprin promotes census participa-
tion alongside uS Census officials and Partnership Specialists 
in Flushing, Queens on the day of the Lunar New Year Parade.

Council Member Mark S. Weprin installs census ambassadors 
at a meeting of the South Asian 2010 Census Committee, a 
group that aims to increase participation in the united States 
Census among members of the South Asian community.  
SeVA, a Queens-based non-profit organization, founded the 
committee in order to maximize participation of the South 
Asian community, which is traditionally undercounted, in the 
2010 census.



At Kingsbury School, Public School 188Q, Council 
Member Mark S. Weprin joined the school’s Student 
Council in presenting a check for $3,307 to the Haiti 
relief and Development Fund of the American red Cross.

The fund raising project at PS 188Q started when Hana, a 
third grader, learned of the devastating earthquake in Haiti.  
Hana emptied out her entire piggy bank into a bag and 
called it a Bag of Hope.  The Student Council, following 
Hana’s lead, provided a Bag of Hope for the whole PS 
188Q community, and in only two weeks, the Student 
Council had raised over three thousand dollars to donate.

In celebration of read Across America Day, 
Council Member Mark S. Weprin joined the 
students, teachers, and Principal Dolores Troy-
Quinn at Castlewood School, Public School 
186Q.  The National Education Association 
established read Across America Day on the 
birthday of Dr. Seuss, the famous children’s 
author.  Mark Weprin, father of three, shared one 
of his favorite Dr. Seuss books, Horton Hears a 
Who!, with a class of second graders.

council Member Mark S. Weprin 
held the historic inaugural 
meeting of the New York City 
Council Caucus on Cooperative 
and Condominium Housing (the 
Coop and Condo Caucus). Council 
Member Weprin established the 
caucus as a group of Council 
Members who meet periodically to 
discuss the issues that coops and 
condos face and how government 
can be a positive force in addressing 
those issues.  Twenty-three Council 

Members have already joined the 
caucus as founding members.

At the inaugural meeting of the 
caucus, the program included an 
informative conversation that 
addressed topics such as unfair 
property tax rates, fuel oil, and 
water rates.  The guest speakers 
were Stuart M. Saft, Global Chair of 
the Real estate Practice at Dewey 
& Leboeuf and Chairman of the 
Council of New York Cooperatives 

and Condominiums (CNYC) and Mary 
Ann Rothman, executive Director, 
CNYC.  Mr. Saft spoke about the 
difficulties in securing Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac financing and the fiscal 
challenges that may result from the 
initiative to change heating systems 
by eliminating certain fuel types.

The caucus will continue to convene 
periodically to follow up on issues 
that it has taken up and to entertain 
new ideas and initiatives.

Council Member Mark S. Weprin and PS 188Q Student 
council Members present a check to the Haiti relief and 
Development Fund.

Council Member Mark S. Weprin reads Horton 
Hears a Who! to second graders at PS 186Q.
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