
The holiday season 
presents a time to 
reflect on the year that 
was and be thankful to 
live in a community like 
Northeast Queens.

Our neighborhood is a 
great place to live because 
we have great people who 
care about each other.  We 
have safe, quiet streets, 
and a unique residential 
character. 

As your City Council 
Member, I am dedicated 

to keeping this neighborhood 
great.  That’s why I am committed 
to fighting overdevelopment and 
supporting responsible homeowners 
against developers who see 
Northeast Queens as a cashbox and 
not a community.

Inside, you’ll read about two bills I 
have introduced that would put the 
power of zoning back in the hands of 
the people.  And you'll find out about 
my efforts to keep graffiti out of our 
community and fight back against 
a business that has been a bad 
neighbor for over a decade.

Whatever holiday you may celebrate, 
I wish you and your family good 
tidings as we say goodbye to 2011 
and welcome 2012.  It’s going to 
be another great year to live in 
Northeast Queens. 

Happy holidays, and a joyous 
New Year. 

Dan Halloran
Member of the NYC Council
25th District, Queens

D ear Friends and Neighbors,

Columbus Day

I joined with the Welcome to Whitestone Civic Association 
to clean up the facade of the Whitestone Farms store, 
which has long been a graffiti-covered eyesore.  It goes to 
show that, when people work together, we can make our 
community a better place.  Here I am pictured with Devon 
O’Connor of Welcome to Whitestone.

On Columbus Day, I marched with my colleague in 
government, Assembly Member Ed Braunstein, in 
Whitestone’s Columbus Day Parade.  Whitestone has one of 
the most vibrant Italian-American communities in New York 
City, and this day is always a special occasion for me.

Whitestone Farms

Help With Your Energy Bills
Now that the weather is getting colder, energy bills are piling up.  Thankfully, the HEAP program is here to help 
seniors with the cost of heating their homes.

Funding is limited this year for the 2011-2012 heating season and is given out on a first come, first served 
basis.  My office has forms to apply -- just call us at (718) 631-6703.
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FREE MAMMOGRAMS

Appointments are required! 
To make an appointment, call my office at 
(718) 631-6703.

To be eligible, women must be New York City residents. 

On February 26, 2012 my office will be providing free 
mammograms for women between the ages of 40 and 70.  
Mammograms are the best way to ensure early detection 
of breast cancer.   
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OUR KIDS DESERVE SCHOOL BUSES

REAL ZONING REFORM

NEIGHBORHOOD SPOTLIGHT: 
AUBURNDALE

In Bayside Hills, a developer 
who doesn’t live in the 
community was recently 
granted a zoning variance 
on 216th Street.  This new 
building will ignore the back 
and side yard requirements 
that are the hallmarks of 
the area’s zoning and will 
open the door for more 
overdevelopment in low-
density areas.

I won’t sit by while developers 
change our neighborhoods.   That’s 
why I was proud to introduce 
two bills that would give your 
elected leaders more of a say 
in the process of granting 
zoning variances.  The process 
is currently done by a board of 
unelected bureaucrats called the 
Board of Standards and Appeals 

(BSA).  The BSA is unresponsive 
to community concerns and is all 
too often a “rubber stamp” for 
irresponsible zoning variances. 

One of my bills gives the 
Community Board and Borough 
President the power to appeal 
any variance that they oppose.  
If this occurs, the appeal for the 
variance will be heard by the 
full City Council, which will then 
take a vote on the variance.  The 
other bill assures that commercial 
properties abide by the variances 
that they have been granted by 
penalizing properties that operate 
with expired variances. 

If these bills become law, they 
will mark a huge step towards 
preserving the residential character 
of Northeast Queens. 

Everyone in 
Auburndale 

knows Star Nissan/Toyota. 
The service center on 172nd 

Street has annoyed its neighbors 
for over 10 years. The business refuses to 
close its doors and windows, causing noise 
all day long and emitting exhaust into the 
streets. They’ve been in violation of their 
certificate of occupancy for many years 
and have ignored thousands of dollars 
in City citations from the Department 
of Environmental Protection and the 
Department of Buildings.

I met with the owner of Star several times 
and he promised me that they would 
close their windows and doors during the 
day.  Then, I personally witnessed them 
breaking their promise to me, just as 

they’ve broken past promises to the City 
and to the Auburndale community. 

I speak for Star’s neighbors when I say: 
I’m fed up and tired of waiting.  That’s 
why I set a Good Neighbor deadline 
of November 15 for Star to get its act 
together, abide by its certificate of 
occupancy and pay its fines.  By the time 
you read this, that deadline will have 
passed.  Hopefully, Star will have complied, 
and this whole situation will be over. 

But if Star doesn’t play by the rules, I will 
do all I can as your Council Member to 
resolve this matter in a way that improves 
Auburndale’s quality of life.  Together with 
Assembly Members Ed Braunstein and 
Rory Lancman, I am committed to making 
Auburndale a better place to live.

FALL / WINTER 2011

STORM RESPONSE
When disasters strike, it’s my job to make sure my 
constituents get the best possible service from the City.  
While Hurricane Irene made landfall, my office was open 
literally 24/7 over the weekend.  During the storm, we 
fielded over 120 calls, helping relieve the burden on 311 

and patching calls through to the correct agency, assuring a 
quick response. 

Unfortunately, emergencies are inevitable.  The good news 
is that when the next one strikes, my office will be here for 
you.  Call us at (718) 631-6703 for assistance.

Each year, I proudly stand with our police 
officers and community members for Night Out 
Against Crime.  This is an occasion to remember 
the work of the police officers who keep our 
neighborhood safe and to work together to fight 
crime and preserve our quality of life.

Parents at JHS 194 found out the 
day before school started that 
their kids’ school bus service 
had been eliminated for the year.  

These parents had to make last-
minute arrangements to get their 
children to school safely and 
conveniently.

Northeast Queens is underserved 
by public transit.  A five-minute 
school bus ride can take up two 
hours or more on MTA buses 
and involves transfers at busy 
intersections.

I am doing all I can to create 
transit options for these parents, 
with valuable help from my 
colleagues in government, 
including Assembly Members 
Grace Meng and Michael 
Simanowitz, and Council Member 
Peter Koo.  We can help students 
get waivers if the bus route 
has a transfer at a dangerous 
intersection. 

If you are a JHS 194 parent and 
need a waiver for your child, call 
my office at (718) 631-6703.

NIGHT OUT 
AGAINST CRIME

My colleague, Council Member Mark Weprin, has 
joined me in pushing for this legislation.


