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Halloran, Vallone Team Up to Protect Cops and their Dogs
Council Members Introduce Bill Banning Discrimination Against Officers Who Own On-Duty Police Dogs
 
When Matthew Wicelinski of Clearview Gardens in Whitestone faced eviction from his co-op, he reached out his local Council Member, Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone).  Matthew owns a dog, in violation of the co-op board’s rules.  
But Matthew isn’t a rule-breaking tenant.  He’s an NYPD officer, and his dog is his partner in arms.  
A bill introduced yesterday by Halloran and Council Member Peter Vallone, Jr. (D-Astoria) would make sure Matthew can stay in his home with his dog and partner.  The bill, Intro. 672, makes it illegal for landlords, property managers and realtors to discriminate against any person with an on-duty police dog.  
The NYPD requires its officers to live with their dogs at their private homes.  The officers are provided stipends to take care of their dogs, which remain their partners for life.  Officer and dog may spend years in training together.  Like any pair of partners, they learn to rely on and protect each other.
But today, there’s no law protecting the Finest from being discriminated against for keeping their dogs in their homes, and some landlords refuse to make exceptions.  
“The brave NYPD officers who keep us safe deserve our protection and respect, whether they have two legs or four,” Halloran said.  “By sharing a home as well as a cruiser, officer and canine can form the bond they need to work together on our City’s streets.  This law makes sure the brave men, women and canines of the NYPD can protect our City without facing discrimination.”
“These dogs are better behaved than most people, and it would be grossly unfair to kick a police officer out of his home because he's doing his job,” said Vallone, who serves as Chair of the Council's Committee on Public Safety.
This bill will also mark the first time that the City makes a distinction between pets and on-duty law enforcement dogs.  After its introduction, the legislation was assigned to the Subcommittee on Civil Rights.  
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Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) represents the 19th Council District, which includes the Queens neighborhoods of Bayside, College Point, Douglaston, Auburndale, Beechhurst, Whitestone, Bay Terrace, Robinwood, and parts of Flushing and Little Neck.
