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Halloran Supports Assembly Bill Limiting Water Rate Hikes
 
Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) today announced his support for Assembly Bill 2672, which would cap the annual water rate increase to a maximum of 5% or the current rate of inflation.  
“High water bills hit middle class families and homeowners in the forms of higher rents and maintenance fees,” Halloran said.  “They’re another hit to the already-vulnerable pocketbooks of Queens families, who are struggling to make ends meet as it is.  By limiting the amount the rate can go up every year, we will force the Department to tighten its belt and cut waste on the massive projects that have put it in this situation."
The commissioner of the New York City Department of Environmental Protection has called for a 7.5% increase in the water rate, making 2012 the 15th consecutive year with a rate hike.  Fortunately, the proposal is less than 2011’s crippling 12.9% hike.  The new rate would go into effect on July 1.  
An average Queens family will now pay an extra $61 annually in water fees, up to $877 per year. 
“Queens homeowners are paying for the cost overruns on billion-dollar filtration plants," said Halloran.  "The City must be responsible with the taxpayer’s money, and this bill will make that happen.” 
The bill, introduced by Assemblyman David Weprin (D-Holliswood) on January 19 and co-sponsored by Assemblyman Ed Braunstein (D-Bayside), currently sits in the Assembly’s Committee on Corporations, Authorities and Commissions.  A hearing is being held on the legislation today in the Assembly's Finance Committee.  The issue will be discussed at a public forum at PS 499 in Flushing tomorrow.  
“I thank our local Assemblymen Weprin and Braunstein for working with me on this issue,” said Halloran.  “I support them every step of the way.  Together, we can limit this tax on our working people and homeowners.”  
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Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) represents the 19th Council District, which includes the Queens neighborhoods of Bayside, College Point, Auburndale, Beechhurst, Whitestone, Bay Terrace, Robinwood, and parts of Flushing, Douglaston and Little Neck.
