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Halloran Statement Regarding Education Cuts in State Budget
 
Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) issued the following statement today regarding education cuts in the proposed state budget:
“I understand that the governor is in a fiscal bind, and I applaud his willingness to make tough decisions.  But New York City’s education system is getting the shortest end of an already short stick, and that isn’t right.  This is an exercise of budgetary ‘splitting the baby.’  Our state spends billions on a bloated bureaucracies and countless pet projects and pork-barrel items.  Cuts from our already-vulnerable school system are unconscionable.
“These cuts will cost 6,000 teacher jobs and result in bulging class sizes, yet there are more administrators and consultants padding the rolls.  Sadly, these cuts won’t be merit-based, but based on seniority, so many of our school’s best teachers will be the ones who lose their jobs.  Class sizes, especially in the early grades, are bigger than they’ve been in over ten years.  Larger class sizes are unacceptable.  I stand with my Council colleagues in opposing these irresponsible cuts.”
Pro-education organizations held a rally this morning on the steps of City Hall, before the City Council's Education Committee held hearings to review these cuts.  Groups sponsoring the rally include Class Size Matters, Parents Across America, Public School Political Action Committee, NY Charter Parents Association, Concerned Advocates for Public Education, Grassroots Education Movement, and The Mothers' Agenda NY.
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Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) represents the 19th Council District, which includes the Queens neighborhoods of Bayside, College Point, Auburndale, Beechhurst, Whitestone, Bay Terrace, Robinwood, and parts of Flushing, Douglaston and Little Neck.
