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Halloran Statement Regarding Federal Funding for the December Blizzard
 
Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) praised the federal government today for granting disaster funds for the blizzard that struck Queens on Dec. 26.  
 
“I am glad that the federal government finally realized that the epic storm that shut down Queens for days at the end of 2010 was a disaster," said Halloran.  "These funds will help the city pay back the enormous debt we incurred recovering from the blizzard and the City’s own feckless response.  Inexplicably, Queens did not receive the initial grant of federal monies last month.  I guess FEMA needed a little more time to see the unplowed streets of my district three days after the storm, its huge financial costs, and the innocent lives that were lost.  

 

“In typical federal government fashion, the money came two and a half months after the storm.  But at least it’s here.  I thank our federal elected officials for their hard work securing these monies.  Hopefully the City will spend the funds more effectively than our storm response.” 

 

In the storm’s aftermath, the City spent over $80 million in recovery funds, largely in overtime for employees, which will now be reimbursed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  Last month, federal funds were granted for Staten Island and Nassau County, but excluded Queens and Brooklyn.  
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Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) represents the 19th Council District, which includes the Queens neighborhoods of Bayside, College Point, Auburndale, Beechhurst, Whitestone, Bay Terrace, Robinwood, and parts of Flushing, Douglaston and Little Neck.
