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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  November 8, 2011 
 

Halloran Votes Using BMD Machine

Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) voted today at PS 169 in Whitestone using the Ballot Marking Device (BMD) machine, which provides accessibility for those who cannot read or mark a ballot on their own, and encouraged his constituents to do the same.

“If you had trouble reading the small print on the paper ballot the last time you voted, the BMD will come in handy,” Halloran said.  “When you put your paper ballot into the BMD, it enlarges the print and you can make your selections using a touch screen similar to the way you use an ATM machine.  This is especially helpful to people who use Chinese or Korean ballots, because the characters are extremely small on paper, but can be significantly enlarged with the BMD.”

The BMD was designed to give voters with physical or visual disabilities ways to mark a paper ballot without relying on anyone else.  But people without disabilities can ask to use the BMD, as it protects them from invalidating their votes through overvoting and presents the voter with one race at a time, which can be less confusing for some voters.

“In recent elections, many seniors have told me that they had trouble reading the small print on the paper ballot,” Halloran said.  “The BMD can make voting much easier for  them.”   

The BMD has headphones for listening to the ballot to assist blind voters or voters with certain learning disabilities, such as dyslexia.  A hand-held controller and a sip and puff device help voters with mobility impairments make selections.  

“Ask your poll workers for the BMD.  They are trained to show you how to use it,” Halloran said.  “I was proud to use it today, and I encourage all New Yorkers to take advantage of what it has to offer.”



-30-


Council Member Dan Halloran (R-Whitestone) represents the 19th Council District, which includes the Queens neighborhoods of Bayside, College Point, Douglaston, Auburndale, Beechhurst, Whitestone, Bay Terrace, Robinwood, and parts of Flushing and Little Neck. 
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